Selected Electrical Incidents and Occurrences

Fourth Quarter - October to December, 2003
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
There were no fatalities of an electrical nature reported to the Ministry of Labour for the fourth quarter of 2003.

Accidents - Critical:
November 3rd
Construction
Toronto

Workers were drilling for a soil sample when they contacted a

1045739 & 1045742 (same event)


buried 27.6 kV power line.  Both workers received burns from 







electrical entry and exit wounds to arms and legs.

November 22nd
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was using a multi-meter to check out a fan circuit.

1046450





Meter blew up, worker received burns to hands and face.

November 26th
Construction
Desbarats
Worker was removing conductors from a hydro pole, as 

1046585





conductors were removed, pole snapped at base.  Worker was 







tied off to the pole, rode the pole to the ground.  No details







given of specific injuries suffered by worker.

December 4th
Industrial
Cambridge
Worker was changing a loose breaker in a 600 V panel,

1046893





breaker shorted out between two of the bus bars.  Worker 







received burns to hands and face.

December 4th
Construction
Burlington
Worker was working on a junction box, received a shock.

1047065





Worker fell from ladder, briefly lost consciousness.  Worker







taken to hospital.

December 9th
Construction
Toronto

During cement pouring operations, the boom of the concrete

1047006





pumping truck contacted 27.6 kV overhead power lines.







Two workers received electrical burns to hands and legs, two







other workers were hit by flying debris when one of the truck







tires exploded.

December 12th
Industrial
Scarborough
Maintenance lead hand was trying to troubleshoot a 600 V 

1047383





panel with a multimeter.  Flash occurred, worker received







burns to face and hands.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
October 1st
Industrial
Whitby

Worker received an electrical shock while working, taken to

1044695





hospital.  No other details give.

October 6th
Industrial
Hawkesbury
Worker was loading material into a dough maker when he 

1044764





received a shock.  No other details of event given.

October 10th
Industrial
Kitchener
Four-year old child received a shock from a child’s ride.

1045986





Child taken to hospital, Ride equipment checked and found to 







be defective.

October 16th
Industrial
Hamilton
Worker was cleaning behind a saw, received a shock.  

1045292





No information given on source of the shock.

October 17th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was installing a baffle in an electrical panel, used

1045339





needle-nosed pliers to pick up an energized cable.  Pliers 







pinched the wire, worker received a 347 V shock.

October 19th
Industrial
Longlac

Worker received a flash in his eyes from an electrical arc.

1045270





Worker was doing electrical work at the time.

November 10th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was trying to determine why lights were flickering,

1045974





went to electrical panel.  Tried to fix the problem, received an







electrical shock.

November 13th
Industrial
Cambridge
Worker was working on a panel in an apartment building, flash

1046119





occurred.  Worker received burns to face and hands.

November 14th
Industrial
Thunder Bay
While replacing a damaged hydro pole, the top of the new pole

1046244





contacted the power lines.  Voltage given as 14.4 kV phase-to-







ground, worker suffered step voltage, taken to hospital.

November 17th
Industrial
Toronto

Electrician received an electrical contact while working on an 

1046229





electrical panel.  Worker was taken to hospital.

November 19th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker received a shock from 600 V equipment.  No details

1046325





given of work being done at the time.

November 27th
Construction
Gloucester
Electrical apprentice was installing ground wires.  Thought he

1046653





had turned off the power, touched a bus bar.  Received a shock







and flash injuries to his eyes.

November 28th
Construction
London

Electrical contractor received an electrical contact while doing

1046710





work in a dental office.  No details given of the work being 







done at the time.

December 1st
Industrial
Barrie

Worker received minor burns to both hands while plugging in

1046759





an appliance to a regular 120 V outlet.  Worker taken to 







hospital for treatment.

December 3rd
Construction
Simcoe

Electrical contractor suffered minor burns to his right arm.

1046868





No details given of work being done or nature of accident.

December 6th
Industrial
Longlac

Electrician used a screwdriver to manually override a starter.

1047865





Starter flashed, worker received minor burns to skin.

December 17th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was replacing an electrical panel, contacted 120 V.

1047471





Taken to hospital then released.

December 18th
Industrial
Kitchener
Utility worker felt a slight tingle on his arm while splicing a 

1047679





cable.  Worker taken to hospital then released.

December 19th
Construction
Etobicoke
Worker touched a wire and received an electrical shock.

1047722





Worker thought wires were not energized.  Taken to hospital







and released.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

October 1st
Construction
Ingersoll

Event listed as electrical occurrence, no other details given.

1044647

October 1st
Construction
Cambridge
Event listed as a power line contact, no other details given.

1044691

October 1st
Construction
Niagara-on-the-
Excavator contacted a buried hydro line.

1044806



Lake

October 2nd
Construction
Dryden

Contact made with power line, no injuries reported.  No details

1044696





given of equipment involved or work being done.

October 6th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Telephone crew contacted a buried primary power cable.

1044735





No other details of event given.

October 8th
Industrial
Rockwood
Contact made with primary cable.  No other details of event

1045061





given.

October 9th
Construction
Kingston
Dump truck pulled down an overhead residential service.

1044907

October 9th
Construction
Kitchener
Scaffolding made contact with 240 V residential service.

1044969

October 9th
Construction
Ear Falls

Crane boom contacted 7200 V power line.

1044984

October 10th
Construction
Town of the 
Crane touched a power line.

1044993



Blue Mountain

October 16th
Construction
Vaughan

Event classified as a power line contact.  No other details 

1045154





of event given.

October 16th
Construction
Mississauga
Dump truck box hit a guy wire of a hydro pole.  Pole broke

1045164





and came down.

October 21st
Construction
Etobicoke
Workers were ploughing in a new cable when the plow blade

1045318





severed a 600 V buried cable. 

October 22nd
Construction
Ottawa

Crane hit a power line.

1045332

October 26th
Construction
Shebandowan
The load on a transporter vehicle contacted a 4160 V

1045483





overhead line.

October 27th
Construction
Ottawa

Dump truck hit a power line.

1045465

November 6th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was driving a wooden stake, hit a buried 8 kV 

1045882





power line.

November 6th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Contact made with a 14 kV power line.  No other details

1045893





given.

November 10th
Construction
Ottawa

Contact made with a buried power line.  No details 

1045988





given of equipment involved.

November 10th
Construction
Hamilton
Workers were doing work on a roof, a piece of metal

1046060





flashing fell off the roof and struck a power line.

November 10th
Construction
St. Catherines
Event listed as a power line contact, no other details given.

1046438

November 13th
Construction
Niagara Falls
Dump truck made contact with an overhead power line.

1046076 & 1046132 (same event)

November 14th
Construction
Nepean

Contractor using a multi-directional boring machine, 

1046849





cut through a 120/240 residential service.

November 21st
Construction
Ancaster

Dump truck with raised box contacted power lines.

1046451

November 21st
Industrial
Pembroke
Crane contacted overhead power lines.

1046735

November 22nd
Construction
Ancaster

Worker using a chain saw contacted an overhead 4 kV 

1046458





power line.

November 26th
Construction
Vaughan

Piping contractor hit and damaged a buried primary cable.

1046656

November 26th
Industrial
Huntington 
Truck contacted a power line at a farm.  No other details

1047182





given.

November 27th
Construction
Kitchener
Back-hoe contacted a 8 kV power line.

1046621

December 2nd
Construction
Newmarket
Dump truck contacted an overhead power line.

1046778

December 3rd
Construction
Guelph

CAT 320 Excavator contacted an overhead power line.

1046829

December 8th
Construction
Niagara Falls
Contact made with buried power cable.  No other details

1047009





of event given.

December 9th
Construction
St. Catherines
Power line contact, no other details given.

1047040

December 11th
Construction
Hillsburg
Excavator contacted overhead power lines while being moved

1047171





from one position to another.

December 12th
Construction
Oakville

Crane made contact with overhead power lines.

1047448

December 17th
Construction
Stratford

Electrical contact made, no other details given.

1047641

December 20th
Construction
Brampton
Backhoe contacted the neutral of an overhead power line.

1047665

DATA SUMMARY - Fourth Quarter



Fatals:

Criticals:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2003

     0

      7

         19


       37

        0

2002

     0

      4

         15


       37

        1

2001

     5

      9

         28


       33

        1

2000

     2

      8

         15


       30

        1

1999

     2

      7

         21


       30

        1

1998

     1

      8

         15


       29

        2

And Finally…..
December 17th
Industrial
Rexdale

Worker went to stab a cow with a knife.  Cow kicked back, 

1047507





worker stabbed himself in the wrist.  Worker taken to hospital 







with possible tendon damage, no details given as to the fate of







the cow.
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