Selected Electrical Accidents and Incidents

Fourth Quarter – October to December, 2001
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
October 2nd
Industrial
North York
Non-worker was helping to trim trees at a private residence.

1006349





Victim was sawing off a branch when it came down on a high-







voltage power line.  Victim received an electrical shock, died.







No information given as to voltage of power line.

October 26th
Construction
Belleville
Double Fatality.  Crane was being moved backwards along

1003240 & 1007148 – Same event


the median of a highway while the crane boom was raised.

Boom of crane contacted bottom phase of a 44 kV line running 

across the highway.  One worker was acting as a signaler for the driver of the crane, this worker went back to the crane when the boom made contact.  Worker touched body of crane while standing on the ground, worker died.  Second worker was driving the crane from the crane’s truck cab.  This worker got out to see what happened to the first worker, was in contact with the crane and the ground at the same time, worker also died.

November 1st
Construction
Cambridge
Worker was electrocuted as he disconnected a 30 amp 600 volt

1007364 & 1008263 – same event


pin and sleeve connection.  An earlier electrical incident had 







led to the ground wire and metal casing of the flexible cable to







become energized at 347 volts to ground.  As the worker broke







the connection, the current flowing through the ground wire







flowed through the worker’s body.  The investigation after the







accident found a spot, where the metal conductor of one of the 







phases on the line side was touching the metal of the conduit 







going into the disconnect switch for the flexible cable.  This 







point of contact was downstream of where the regular ground







connection had been broken as a result of the earlier incident. 

December 4th
Construction
White Lake
Two workers were installing de-icing cables on a roof.  As 

1008314





they were moving a ladder from one part of the roof to 







another part, the ladder touched an overhead line.  Both 







workers were knocked down, one of the workers was killed







by the contact.

Accidents - Critical:
October 10th
Industrial
North Bay
Electrical contact made, current path was through one arm and

1006597





out the other.  No other details given.

October 11th
Construction
Toronto

Two workers, non-electricians, were injured when an 

1006615





explosion occurred in a transformer building.  A metal tape







being used by one of the workers caused a 115 kV arc to







ground.  One worker received burns to his face and body, the







other received flash burns to his eyes.

October 12th
Mining

Lively

Electrician was checking fuses on a 600 V panel.  Electrical 

1006639





flash occurred, worker was burnt to his face and hand.  Event 







details did not mention the model of multimeter in use.

October 30th
Industrial
Rexdale

Painting contractor suffered burns, knocked unconscious from 

1007298





contacting 16 kV transformer.

October 30th
Mining

Timmins

Worker was boosting a vehicle; one of the batteries blew up.

1007299





Worker jumped out of the way and fell.  Worker was knocked







unconscious by the fall.

November 1st
Industrial
Sudbury

Worker was removing material from around some signs,

1007376





accidentally touched the caging around one of the signs.







Worker received a shock, lost consciousness.

November 5th
Industrial
Huron County
Truck driver was dumping corn out of the truck box, as the 

1007473





box was raised, it contacted a hydro line.  The driver went 







back to the truck to lower the box, received a shock as he 







touched the truck.  He received burns to his hands and feet.

November 7th
Industrial
St. Catherines
Linesman contacted an energized overhead conductor, 

1007826





received 2nd and 3rd degree burns to his face and neck.







No information given as to work being done at time of event.

December 5th
Construction
Leamington
Worker was guiding a steel joist into position when the joist 

1008315





contacted a 16 kV overhead line and became energized.







Worker received a shock, fell about 25 feet to the ground.







Worker had burns to his hand and arm from the electrical 







contact, as well as a broken hip and leg injuries from the fall.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
October 9th
Construction
Toronto

Worker was feeding BX cable through a hole in the floor of an

1007129





apartment into a hydro vault.  The cable contacted a 16 kV bus







bar in the vault, worker received a burn mark to his hand and 







an exit wound on his knee.

October 10th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was inserting a BX cable into a junction box.

1007614





A Marrette connector fell off, a wire touched a grounded wire.







A shock injured fingers on his left and right hands.

October 12th
Industrial
Stoney Creek
Worker received an electrical shock, left hand and wrist were

1008396





swollen.  No details given of work being done or equipment 







involved.

October 16th
Industrial
South Sandwich
Worker plugged a cord into a power outlet.  As he touched the

1009735



Township
plug, he received a shock, had a burn on his hand.

October 17th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was installing a power meter.  A meter tool contacted 

1006874





the electrical box, flash occurred.  Worker had third degree







burns to hands, partial burns to face.

October 18th
Industrial
Kitchener
Electrician received a shock while making an adjustment on a

1009616





flex cell packer.  Current was enough to burn off the band of 







his wrist watch.

October 20th
Construction
Nanticoke
Worker hooking up air connection to plasma machine when he

1007184





received a 347 volt shock.  No other injuries reported.

October 22nd
Industrial
North Bay
Battery blew up, two workers received acid in their faces.  No 

1006955





details given as to work being done at the time.

October 24th
Industrial
Woodbridge
Worker cleaning bag sealer machine, received an electrical

1007076





shock.

October 24th
Industrial
Huntsville
Millwright was checking fuses in an energized fuse box.  Flash

1009711





occurred, worker was burned to hands and one arm.  Company







policy was to have fuse boxes locked out before checking 







fuses.

October 28th
Industrial
Welland

Worker contacted hydro lines, fell about 20 feet.  No other

1007756





details of accident given.

October 29th
Construction
Brampton
Elevator was being installed, electrician turned on the power to

1007220





do some checking.  He crossed some wires and received a 600 







volt shock.

November 1st
Industrial
Pickering
Worker received an electrical shock while cleaning an 

1008345





electrical panel.  No other details of the incident given.

November 2nd
Industrial
Gloucester
Worker was doing electrical work on a sign when he received 

1008909





an electrical shock.  No other details given.

November 7th
Industrial
Spruce Falls 
Worker suffered electrical burns to his right hand while he was

1008203





changing a light fixture.  Fixture was operating at 347 volts.

November 13th
Industrial
Guelph

Electrical worker was disconnecting a lead from a transformer

1008507





under test.  Transformer was still energized at the time, worker







received a shock, was knocked down.

November 16th
Mining

Copper Cliff
Electrician received electrical flash to his eyes as he was 

1007850





racking in a 600 volt breaker.  Cause thought to be faulty 







wiring in the breaker.

November 16th
Construction
Carleton Place
Electrician received 347 volt shock as he was installing a 

1009742





ceiling heater.  Worker received nerve damage to right hand.

November 20th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was changing lights while standing on the back of a 

1007923





truck.  Received a shock and fell off the back of the truck.

November 23rd
Construction
Nepean

8 kV electrical circuit knocked down a worker.  No details 

1009674





given as to work being done at the time of the accident.

November 28th
Construction
Ottawa

Worker contacted 1500 volt overhead line with a ladder.

1010115





No details given as to injuries received or what work was 







being done at the time.

November 30th
Industrial
Mississauga
Worker was working on an electrical box, touched an outside

1008210





wire, box exploded.  Victim was knocked over, has burn marks







on his lab coat.

December 4th
Construction
Markham
Electrician received a shock from a live electrical circuit.  No

1008279





other details of accident given.

December 5th
Mining

Timmins

Two workers received minor burns when they disconnected a 

1009019





live 4160 volt trailing cable.

December 10th
Industrial
Blyth

Two workers were injured while using a meter to check fuses. 

1008467





One worker was holding the meter while the other was holding 







the probes.  Both workers received an electrical shock as the 







probes touched the fuses.  No information was given on the







make and model of the meter.

December 11th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker drilled into a hydro pole, received a shock.  Worker 

1008509





was employed by a communications company at the time.

December 11th
Industrial
Toronto

Electrician was opening a switch box, flash occurred.  Worker 

1009783





received burns to face and neck.

December 13th
Construction
Mississauga
Welder was standing in a puddle of water when he turned on a

1008585





welding machine.  Received a shock, taken to hospital.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

October 1st
Construction
Geraldton
Raised box of a dump truck contacted an overhead line.

1001456

October 1st
Construction
Atikokan
Backhoe struck a utility pole.

1001520

October 1st
Construction
Playfair

Contractor dropped a tree on a 7200 volt overhead line.

1006319



Township

October 2nd
Construction
Brampton
Contractor doing directional drilling, hit a 2700 volt cable.

1006372





No locates done.

October 2nd
Construction
Toronto

Contractor contacted a buried cable.

1007941





No information given as to equipment involved.

October 3rd
Construction
Holland Landing
Equipment contacted 44 kV line.  No information given as to 

1000118





type of equipment involved.

October 3rd
Construction
Brampton
Event description said a conveyor was touching a 44 kV 

1006402





overhead line.  Contractor involved was a roofing contractor.

October 11th
Mining

Holloway
Power line contact.  No other details given.

1006593



Township

October 16th
Construction
Toronto

Bobcat with hydraulic ram contacted a buried hydro line.

1006949

October 17th
Construction
Mississauga
Power line contact, no other information given.

1006885

October 23rd
Mining

Copper Cliff
Pole for trolley line caught fire when a wind blew sparks from

1007115





molten slag towards the pole.

October 24th
Industrial
Mississauga
Boom arm of garbage truck contacted an overhead line.

1007555

October 24th
Construction
Richmond
Backhoe dug up a buried line.  Locates had been done, did not

1010080





find the cable.

October 25th
Construction
Milton

Dump truck contacted a power line.

1009033

October 29th
Construction
Brantford
Tower crane contacted a 240 volt overhead line.

1007200

November 1st
Construction
Ottawa

Boom of a shovel contacted a 27.6 kV overhead line.

1008595

November 9th
Construction
Copper Cliff
Electrical contact made, lines knocked down.  No information

1007605





given as to type of equipment involved.

November 13th
Construction
Toronto

Electrical contact made, lines burnt off.  No information given

1007693





as to type of equipment involved.

November 14th
Construction
Sarnia

Crane struck the neutral of a 4800 volt overhead line.

1009402

November 15th
Construction
Niagara Falls
Hydro contact, no other information given.

1008148

November 16th
Construction
Newmarket
Dump truck struck energized hydro line.

1000121

November 20th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Excavator was digging for foundations, severed a 4160 volt

1001462



District

line.

November 20th
Construction
Pt. Colborne
Rock driller contacted a 2400 volt overhead line.

1008807

November 20th
Industrial
St. Catherines
Worker was doing tree trimming, branch came down on

1008916





line, knocked off the power.

November 22nd
Mining

Sudbury

Rebound muck from a blast hit an electrical cable.  

1007992





Outage happened, cable was damaged.

November 22nd
Construction
Cambridge
Power lines contacted, no other details of incident given.

1008236

November 27th
Industrial
Hamilton
Fork-lift driver hit a ground wire for a hydro pole.  Two plants

1009048





shut down while repairs were made.

December 4th
Construction
Whitby

Crane contacted 13.8 kV overhead line.  No spotter for crane.

1008311

December 10th
Construction
Brampton
Contractor was doing directional drilling, dug into a 8 kV 

1008504





cable.  Sensors on equipment automatically shut it off.

December 11th
Construction
Toronto

Contractor was laying underground cable, contacted hydro

1008541





line.

December 17th
Construction
Ingersoll

Worker cutting through a wall to install a dryer vent, cut 

1008687





through the hydro services.

December 18th
Construction
Toronto

Hydro cable was cut by a drill.

1009943

December 19th
Construction
Sudbury

An excavator contacted a 7200 volt overhead line.

1008793

Reportable Incidents - Electrical Equipment:
November 28th
Construction
Nanticoke
Worker was working on a locked out breaker.  Something fell

1008533





into the live bus, arc occurred.  No injuries reported.

DATA SUMMARY - Fourth Quarter



Fatals:

Criticals:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2001

     4*

      9

        28


      34

        1

2000

     2

      8

        15


      30

        1

1999

     2

      7

        21


      30

        1

1998

     1

      8

        15


      29

        2

* one of the fatal accidents in 2001 resulted in two electrocution deaths.
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