Selected Electrical Incidents and Occurrences

Third Quarter - July to September, 2003
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
July 4th

Industrial
Richmond Hill
Worker was doing electrical work in a private residence, 

1041488





made contact with an energized conductor.

July 5th

Construction
Bruce Mines
Worker was involved in replacing overhead lines when he

1041493





made contact with a 7200 V phase.  Worker was working from 







bucket of an elevating work platform at the time.

July 24th

Industrial
Wasaga Beach
A non-worker was doing plumbing work at his trailer in a

1042323





trailer park when he made electrical contact and was killed.  An examination of the trailer’s electrical system after the fatality noted that the trailer’s ground connection was defective, and that the power and neutral leads in one of the circuits had been 
reversed.

August 15th
Construction
Tiny Township
A shingling worker was removing roof jacks when a gust of 

1043354





wind blew his ladder into 2400 V power lines.  The worker







collapsed and died from the contact.

August 25th
Construction
Norwich

A worker was dumping a load of gravel at a road construction 

1043004





site.  The worker started the box in motion to raise it, then 







stepped out of the truck while the box was being raised.  The 







driver noticed the power lines, went back to the truck to try to







stop the box’s motion before it hit the lines.  The worker 







grabbed hold of the boarding handle beside the door while his 







feet were still on the ground.  The worker dropped to the ground, was pronounced dead at the scene.  Operating voltage of the lines was 4800 volts.

Accidents - Critical:
July 2nd

Construction
Primrose
Worker was doing shingling work on a display cottage.

1041358 & 1041571 (same event)


His head contacted a 4800 V power line above the roof area. 

July 30th

Industrial
Sarnia

Worker contacted 347 V, fell off the ladder and lost

1042533





consciousness.  Worker was treated by paramedics and 







returned to work.

August 6th
Construction
Etobicoke
A scaffold was in contact with a 27.6 kV power line.

1042667





A worker touched the scaffold to begin to climb it. 







The worker collapsed and was taken to hospital

August 7th
Construction
Ottawa

Two workers were nailing a bell fitting around a live

1042724





conductor, operating at 13.8 kV.  A nail punctured the cable,







contacting a live conductor.  Both workers received electrical







contact injuries, one of the workers was also burned from entry 







and exit wounds.

September 22nd
Industrial
Oakville

Worker unscrewed front cover plate of a 600V transformer, 

1044199





then reached into the transformer with her bare arm.







Transformer was still energized, labels were in place, and the 







breaker for the transformer was in the panel above it.







Worker’s lower arm and hand were severely burned.

September 23rd
Construction
Caledonia
Worker was setting up a speaker on top of a transformer,

1044272





contacted 4800 V, fell about 20 feet to the ground.  No details 







given of injuries suffered.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
July 3rd

Industrial
Innisfil

Worker was trimming trees below a power line, received

1041603





tingling in his fingers.

July 4th

Industrial
Timmins

Worker was struck by lightning, lost his vision for a few 

1042092





seconds.

July 7th

Construction
Iroquois Falls
Worker was doing cutting with a torch when he cut into

1041537





a 12 kV conductor.  Worker was taken to hospital with burns.  







Cables shown on the blueprint had been de-energized, but

the  prints did not show this cable.

July 10th

Mining

Hemlo

Worker was feeding a cable into a connector for a fan starter.

1041811





A second worker turned on the fan’s control switch.  When the 







starter closed, the electrical flash blew out through the 







connector and burned the worker’s hand.

July 11th

Construction
Pembroke
Worker was doing work on an electrical panel when he 

1041716





received flash burns to his face and hands.

July 16th

Industrial
Toronto

Worker did not turn off the power before beginning work, 

1041919





caused a short.  Received 2nd degree burns to right arm.

July 18th

Construction
Toronto

Worker made contact with a live conductor, received a tingle

1042696





but no other obvious injuries.

July 19th

Industrial
Oshawa

Worker received a shock when she touched some old wiring

1042339





attached to a hotplate.

July 30th

Construction
Mississauga
Worker was installing light fixtures, received a 347 V shock to

1042494 & 1042523 (same event)


his left hand.  Worker was taken to hospital.

July 30th

Construction
Harley

A young worker was using a metal rod to probe the ground to

1042519





look for a buried electrical cable.  During one of the probes,







the rod went through the conduit and cable jacket, contacting a







power phase for the 600 V cable.  The worker received an 







electrical shock and was taken to hospital.  The crew knew 







there was a buried cable in the area, and were hand digging the 







foundation trenches, but had not found the exact location of 







the cable at the time.

July 30th

Construction
Toronto

Worker was trying to put in a new light, received shock from

1042559





347 volts.

August 1st
Industrial
Peterborough
Two workers were cutting down a tree, dropped it onto a

1042592





power line.  One of the workers was touching an aluminum







ladder with his forearm, received burns to the forearm.

August 6th
Industrial
Oshawa

The worker was cleaning an electric stove when he felt a

1043292





shock, was taken to hospital.

August 8th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was driving steel posts, felt a tingle.  Post was tested,

1042758





found to be energized.

August 16th
Industrial
Windsor

Worker received an electrical shock, no details given of work

1043044





being done at the time.

September 6th
Industrial
Brampton
Worker made contact with 480 volts, received a burn to the 

1043611





little finger on left hand.  No details given of work being done.

September 6th
Industrial
Maple

Worker made electrical contact while changing a fluorescent

1043619





tube in a sign.  Taken to hospital then released.

September 10th
Industrial
Toronto

Workers received shocks from a milk shake machine. 

1043868





One worker sent to hospital and released.

September 11th
Industrial
London

Worker received an electrical shock from a dishwasher, taken 

1043855





to hospital and released.

September 15th
Construction
North York
Electrical contractor was working on a panel, received an 

1043895





electrical shock.  Worker taken to hospital then released.

September 17th
Industrial
L’Original
Event description states that a worker received burns to face 

1044068





and right arm from an electrical contact.  No other details of 







event given.

September 24th
Construction
Scarborough
Electrical contractor working on electrical fixture, contacted a

1044367





live wire.  Received burns to right hand and left fingertip.

September 25th
Construction
Nepean

Worker hit by lightning, received minor burns to toes.

1044345

September 25th
Industrial
Breslau

Leads from a welding machine were not properly attached to 

1044368





work piece, another worker received an electrical shock.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

July 2nd

Construction
Lakefield
Swing-hoe contacted the neutral of an overhead line.

1041335

July 2nd

Industrial
Kingston
Dump truck was traveling with the box raised, caught the

1041375





telephone cable.  Two poles knocked down.

July 3rd

Construction
Vaughan

Gravel truck hit a power line, snapped off one pole.

1041382

July 5th

Construction
Hearst

While disassembling a crane just outside a substation, a load 

1042194





line contacted a 14.4 kV conductor.  Conductor was burnt off.

July 7th

Construction
Toronto

A crane touched overhead lines, knocking off the circuit.

1041556

July 8th

Industrial
Ear Falls

Equipment on a low-bed trailer contacted 115 kV power line.

1041602 & 1041740 (same event)


July 8th

Construction
Sudbury

The raised box of a dump truck broke the neutral wire of an

1041666





The truck had dumped its load and was pulling away, the 







driver ignored the signals from a signaler present at the scene.

July 11th

Construction
Hill Island
Equipment on a float got caught on the telephone line,

1041708





knocked down one pole.

July 12th

Mining

Longlac

Flyrock from a blast damaged a transmission line and the

1041901





telephone cable.

July 14th

Construction
Espanola
Contractor hit a buried cable, no details given of equipment

1041750





involved.

July 14th

Construction
Fraserville
Hydro contact, no other details given.

1041786

July 15th

Construction
Vaughan

Contact made with a 16kV power line, no other details given.

1041841

July 17th

Industrial
Leamington
Tree service was removing a limb from a tree, limb broke the

1042032





2400 V overhead line.

July 22nd

Construction
St. Catherines
Bucket truck contacted the primary of an overhead line.

1042197

July 24th

Mining

Mara Township
A crane was hoisting equipment onto a flatbed trailer, made 

1042319





contact with a 44 kV overhead line.

July 24th

Construction
London

Contractor put an auger through a 1600 V buried cable.

1042330

July 28th

Construction
Burlington
Excavator contacted the neutral of an overhead line.

1042424

July 28th

Construction
Concord

Contractor was digging, contacted buried 27.6 kV power line.

1042442

July 28th

Construction
Malton

High-hoe excavator contacted an overhead service line.

1042521

July 31st

Construction
Vaughan

Contact made with a buried 27.6 kV cable.  No other details

1042659





given.

July 31st

Construction
Bowmanville
Crew was removing a pole transformer when the boom tip of a

1042797





radial boom derrick contacted a 4800 V overhead conductor.

August 1st
Construction
Espanola
Contractor pushed a tree into a 2400 V power line.

1042608

August 5th
Construction
Dryden

While digging, workers uncovered a buried electrical cable.

1042835





The pole transformer tripped off the power.

August 6th
Construction
Vaughan

Event classified as a power line contact.

1042718





No other details of event given.

August 8th
Construction
Toronto

A scaffold contacted a 4 kV power line.

1042790

August 11th
Industrial
LaSalle

A tree trimming operation dropped a tree on a 16 kV power

1042905





line.

August 11th
Construction
King Township
Event description mentioned poles and lines.

1042912





No other details of event given.

August 14th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Two workers dug up a 25 kV buried cable.

1043037





No locates had been done.

August 18th
Construction
Aurora

Bucket of a backhoe contacted a buried 8 kV power line.

1043072





Locates had been done.

August 20th
Construction
St. Catherines
Backhoe nicked a primary cable, caused power outage in the

1042996





neighbourhood.

August 20th
Construction
North Augusta
Operator was moving an excavator, contacted a 48 kV 

1043045 & 1043688 (same event)


overhead line.

August 21st
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was using a bar in digging a ditch, hit a power line.

1043090

August 22nd
Construction
St. Catherines
Auger machine contacted a buried cable.

1042995





Cable voltage given as 8 kV.

August 26th
Construction
Sarnia

Front end loader contacted an overhead power line.

1043908

August 28th
Construction
Brampton
Backhoe hit the neutral of an overhead power line.

1043287

September 2nd
Construction
Scarborough
A Hi-Lo excavator hit the overhead wires.

1043353

September 3rd
Construction
Kingston
Event classified as electrical occurrence, no other details

1043641





given.

September 4th
Construction
Stouffville
Excavator made contact with a 4800 V buried cable.

1043498

September 4th
Construction
Guelph

325 Cat excavator contacted a buried secondary power line.

1043683

September 8th
Construction
King City
Electrical contact made with overhead lines, no details given 

1043631





of equipment involved.

September 10th
Construction
North York
Backhoe being used to expose the ends of a new hydro duct.

1043832





Bucket skinned a primary cable.

September 11th
Construction
Brampton
Contractor cut a buried 27 kV power line.  No guide markings

1043807





on the ground.

September 15th
Industrial
King Township
Event classified as power line contact, no other details given.

1043914

September 15th
Industrial
St Joseph Island
Crew clearing power line, tree brushed against a 14.4 kV line.

1043936

September 16th
Construction
Blind River
Excavator contacted a buried power line.

1044026

September 16th
Construction
Massey

Excavator severed a 240 V power line.

1044106

September 17th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Worker digging, contacted a buried 25 kV cable.

1044029

September 23rd
Construction
Waterloo
Digging, contacted a buried primary power line.

1044246





No locates.

September 27th
Construction
Toronto

Event description states “electrical contact with equipment”.

1044792





Event classified as an occurrence, no other details given.

September 29th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Contractor cutting trees, dropped one on a 25 kV circuit.

1044662

Reportable Incidents - Electrical Equipment:
August 8th
Industrial
Etobicoke
Worker tried to operate the handle of a breaker, when he 

1042991





couldn’t, he got out a screwdriver.  The inevitable happened, 







the breaker shorted to ground, fortunately no injuries.

August 12th
Mining

Marathon
Flyrock from a blast underground damaged an electrical panel.

1043551

September 3rd
Construction
Guelph

Forklift went through the side of a padmount transformer.

1044900

September 30th
Mining

Sudbury

Bucket of Bobcat cut a battery in half.  Battery caught on fire.

1044809

DATA SUMMARY - Third Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2003

     5

      6

        24


       50

        4

2002

     1

    10

        43


       59

        0

2001

     2

      5

        25


       44

        1

2000

     2

      5

        26


       42

        0

1999

     3

    11

        24


       40

        0

1998

     5

    13

        13


       40

        2
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