Selected Electrical Accidents and Incidents

Third Quarter - July to September, 2002
Date & 
Program
Location

Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
August 23rd
Industrial
North York
Worker received a fatal electrical shock while changing the 

1027843





ballast in a fluorescent light fixture.  Voltage of light fixture 







was 347 volts.

Accidents - Critical:
July 2nd

Industrial
London

Two workers were involved in an electrical arc incident.  First

1018374





worker was checking connections at the connection box for a 







fan when an arc occurred.  First worker received major burns, 







the second worker was treated at the scene.

July 4th

Construction
London

Linesman was working on overhead lines when he contacted a

1018466 & 1032478 (same event)


120 volt circuit.  Worker climbed down the pole to catch his







breath, lost consciousness as he was sitting at a table on the







ground.

July 9th

Industrial
Toronto

Worker doing work on electrical wiring in ceiling of office.

1020418





Electrical contact made, worker lost consciousness.

July 19th

Industrial
Durham

Electrician had locked out the power to the splitter he was 

1023301





about to work on.  Splitter was still energized, arc caused 







burns to face, arms and hands.  Worker was actually working







on a different splitter from the one that he had locked out.







Employer will improve labeling of electrical equipment.

July 20th

Industrial
Mississauga
Worker received an electrical shock while working on a 

1022647





microwave tower, voltage unknown.  Worker’s heartbeat 







became irregular.

July 23rd

Construction
London

Worker (non-electrician) drilled into a 600 V bus duct to use

1023270 & 1026073 (same event)


the enclosure as a support for a light fixture. 







Electrical explosion occurred, worker received severe burns.

July 29th

Construction
London

Electrician received a shock while working off a ladder.

1032724





Worker fell to the ground, lost consciousness.

July 31st

Construction
Etobicoke
Worker was chipping concrete, contacted 347 volt power line 

1023660





in conduit.  Worker was knocked unconscious.

September 5th
Industrial
Oakville

Electrician was in the process of replacing some wiring in a 

1030364





MCC.  As the cable was being moved, it brushed against a







ground wire.  The ground wire became unattached and







contacted the bottom of one of the bus bars.  The resulting







arc caused major burns to the worker’s right hand and arm.

September 23rd
Industrial
Mississauga
Event description stated that an electrician received 3rd degree

1031237





burns to his hands.  No other details given.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
July 2nd

Industrial
Chatham

Worker received a shock while putting parts in a metal bin.

1028249 & 1023591 (same event)


An electrical cord under the bin had been damaged, a bare







wire was touching the bin.

July 3rd

Construction
Aylmer

Two workers were involved in an electrical contact incident, 

1031040





both workers taken to hospital.  No other details given.

July 5th

Industrial
Brampton
Owner of business doing electrical work.  Arc occurred,

1019765





received burns to hands and face.  No other details given.

July 9th

Industrial
Toronto

Worker doing trouble-shooting on lighting circuit.  Contact

1032556





made, worker received burns to a finger and the palm of his 







right hand.

July 15th

Industrial
Long Sault
Worker received a shock as he was plugging a heater into a

1020970





die machine.  Arm felt numb, no burns, worker did not lose







consciousness.  No information given on source of electricity.

July 17th

Construction
Woodbridge
Worker was painting mouldings beside an electrical room.  

1021099





An electrical explosion occurred, worker received minor burns







to about 10% of his body.

July 22nd

Construction
Welland

Worker received an electrical shock from a faulty electrical 

1026023





impact wrench.

July 22nd

Construction
Mississauga
Worker received a shock from the welding machine.  Machine

1024168





was wet from rain at the time.

July 24th

Industrial
Windsor

Worker became caught up in a spot welder machine as it 

1025594





cycled.  Worker received an electrical shock as the welder did 







the spot welding operation.

July 25th

Construction
London

Worker laid a chainsaw across a cable, a fixed tooth on the

1032718





chainsaw housing punctured the cable insulation.







Arc occurred, worker received minor burns.

July 29th

Industrial
Ajax

Worker received 3rd degree burns from an electrical contact.

1023524





Event classified as non-critical, no other details given.

July 29th

Industrial 
Arnprior

Worker touched electrical wires, received an electrical shock 

1027191





and fell about ten feet off the ladder.

August 2nd
Industrial
Nepean

Worker received a shock from a faulty power bar.  Worker had

1023877





wet feet and hands as he was unplugging the unit.

August 6th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker received an electrical shock while working on a 

1030843





machine while the power was still on.  Received 2nd degree 







burns to right hand.

August 7th
Construction
Ottawa

Worker received an electrical shock while drilling off a 

1024128





scaffold.

August 12th
Construction
Streets-Ville
Crane contacted an overhead line, worker taken to hospital.

1025622

August 12th
Industrial
Brampton
Worker received an electrical shock while working in a 

1025812





kitchen.  Worker was taken to hospital, treated and released.







Event description did not specify what equipment was 







involved.

August 13th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was lowering a scissorlift, got caught up in an 

1025828





electrical tray.  Worker received shock from 347 V.

August 13th
Mining

Timmins

Workers doing planned maintenance, arc developed between

1026156





bus bars and a sling.  One worker received minor injuries.

August 14th
Industrial
Shelbourne
Event description states that worker received a static shock.

1026064





Worker had trouble breathing and was vomiting.







Worker was taken to hospital.

August 14th
Industrial
London

Forklift truck hit a light fixture.  Worker tried to move light, 

1026150





received an electrical shock and fell about 20 feet.

August 14th
Construction
Stoney Creek
Worker doing hand shoveling around a buried cable, shovel

1027681





nicked the insulation.  Worker felt a tingle.

August 15th
Construction
Barrie

Worker using excavator, contacted a buried cable.  Worker 

1026032





sent to hospital with pains in his arms.

August 16th
Industrial
Rexdale

Worker received a shock while unplugging an electrical cord.

1026096





Event details stated that she touched a wire in the plug.

August 17th
Industrial
Hamilton
Electrician was doing trouble-shooting on a 2300 V panel.

1026127





Made an electrical contact, received burns to hands and







forehead.

August 22nd
Industrial
Kingston
Worker was changing a light fixture using an aluminum ladder.

1027838





Received a shock, fell from ladder.  Received severe bruising







to legs, no electrical burns.

September 9th
Industrial
Tiverton

Worker received a 120 volt shock from a power tool.  The

1030562





GFCI had tripped, the worker told his helper to go and reset 







breaker.  The worker continued to hold onto the drill while the 







breaker was being reset.  Worker taken to hospital and 







released.

September 10th
Construction
Etobicoke
Worker received a shock from an energized wire.  No details

1030637





given as to work being done at the time.

September 10th
Construction
Toronto

Worker made contact with an energized wire.  Worker

1030922





contacted wire before electrician had locked it out.  Worker







received minor burns.

September 12th
`Construction
Stoney Creek
Workers were using high-pressure water to excavate down to a

1030778





faulted 16 kV buried cable.  A bad splice in a second 







energized cable was penetrated by the water, worker received







a shock through the metal wand.

September 12th
Construction
Toronto

Worker was injured from an electrical contact.  No other 

1030973





details given.

September 16th
Industrial
Kitchener
Worker was doing work on a machine when he received a 

1030934





shock.  Worker taken to hospital, no other details given.

September 17th
Construction
London

Electrician received a shock while working off a ladder.  Event

1030985





description did not specify what work the worker was doing.

September 26th
Construction
Brantford
Boom of crane contacted 24 kV overhead lines, one worker 

1031412





reported tingling in his hand.  Event description did not 







specify where the worker was at the time the crane made







contact.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

July 4th

Construction
Mississauga
Electrical contact made with buried cable.  Stake out had 

1030889





been made.

July 5th

Construction
Hamilton
While torpedoing across the street, the contractor hit a 

1030752





4 kV buried cable.

July 10th

Mining

Longlac

Flyrock from a blast damaged some hydro poles.

1020927

July 11th

Construction
Tiverton

Event classified as a power line contact.  No other details

1027650





given.

July 12th

Construction
Brampton
A buried line was cut.  Cable voltage was 27.6 kV.

1020881

July 16th

Construction
Barrie

Hydro contact, no other details given.

1020974

July 17th

Construction
Hamilton
Workers were excavating a hole for a pole using a 

1023369





jackhammer.  Contacted a 13 kV buried cable.

July 18th

Construction
Dover Township
Excavator dug up a 4800 V buried cable.  No locates 

1027590





had been done.

July 24th

Construction
Collingwood
Contact made with 4800 volt line.  No other details

1023339





given.

July 26th

Industrial
Dunnville
Crop sprayer contacted a 4800 volt line.

1023542


July 26th

Construction
Toronto

Electrical contact on a 2400 volt cable, no other details given.

1027980

July 29th

Construction
Brant County
Grading road, contacted and pulled down the neutral of an

1023541





overhead line.

July 30th

Construction
Toronto

Electrical contact made while replacing water services.

1023577





No other details given.

July 30th

Construction
St. Catherines
Boom truck contacted power lines while traveling on a 

1031066





residential street.  Power lines severed.

July 31st

Industrial
Woodbridge
Boom truck contacted overhead line.

1023627

August 1st
Construction
Waterford
Dump truck contacted overhead hydro line.

1023732

August 2nd
Construction
Concord

Crane contacted 8 kV power line.

1023814

August 2nd
Construction
Welland

Worker contacted 600 V cable, no other details of event given.

1031071

August 7th
Construction
Markham
Excavator contacted a buried cable.

1024169

August 7th
Industrial
Vaughan

Tractor trailer contacted hydro line.

1024172

August 7th
Construction
Vaughan

Excavating work, contacted buried cable.

1024184

August 8th
Construction
Kapuskasing
Dump truck contacted the hydro line.

1025568

August 9th
Industrial
Cambridge
Truck with crane attachment was moving while the crane was

1025836





elevated.  Contacted a 240 V overhead line.

August 12th
Construction
Stoney Creek
Event classified as electrical, no other information given.

1025818

August 12th
Construction
Dundas

Event classified as powerline contact, no other details given.

1027675

August 14th
Construction
Wellington
Dump truck hit overhead wires.  Power knocked off.

1025895

August 14th
Construction
Kanata

Workers were transporting pipe, contacted overhead lines.

1025966

August 15th
Construction
Smooth Rock
Truck driver backed into hydro pole.

1026029



Falls

August 15th
Construction
Trout Creek
Dump truck drove forwards with the box in the raised

1026930





position.  Overhead lines contacted.

August 15th
Industrial
Hamilton
Electrical contact made.  No other information given.

1027678

August 16th
Construction
Madoc

Backhoe contacted overhead power lines while doing 

1026066



Township
digging at a private residence.

August 16th
Construction
Toronto

Mobile crane contacted overhead lines.

1026072

August 20th
Mining

Manitoulin
Contractor was doing some blasting.  Flyrock hit a conductor 

1026349



Island

in a substation, substation was knocked off-line.

August 20th
Construction
Hamilton
Backhoe contacted buried 240 V electrical cable.

1027569

August 20th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Dump truck drove away before the box was completely

1027620





lowered.  Box lip caught telephone line, caused pole to snap.







Pole also supported a 25 kV line.

August 20th
Construction
Hamilton
Dump truck contacted a 27.6 kV line inside a substation while

1027870





dumping a load of gravel.

August 21st
Construction
Guelph

Dump truck hit an overhead line.

1027593

August 21st
Construction
Whitby

Contact made with buried street lighting circuit.  Equipment

1027624





involved not specified.

August 21st
Construction
Blenheim
Event classified as electrical, no other details given.

1027677

August 22nd
Construction
Thunder Bay
Dump truck contacted high voltage power line.

1027688

August 29th
Construction
Timmins

Bulldozer pulled on a 600 V conductor while backfilling

1029116





a trench.

September 4th
Construction
Leamington
While lifting the broken lid of a vault, a piece of rebar flipped 

1030310





and punctured a cable.

September 6th
Construction
Glen Robertson
Excavator was moving from one location to another,

1030425





counterweight hit a pole of an overhead line.  Utility was 







on site and immediately had line de-energized.

September 6th
Construction
Etobicoke
Crane contacted a 16 kV overhead line.

1030439

September 9th
Construction
Peterborough
Event classified as electrical, no other details given.

1030450

September 9th
Construction
Vaughan

Contractor dug into a series of high voltage cables.

1030542





No stakes put out.

September 9th
Mining

Longlac

Flyrock from a blast damaged overhead power line in the area.

1030801

September 11th
Construction
Paris

Dump truck contacted the neutral of an overhead power line.

1030753

September 13th
Construction
Renfrew

Truck hit hydro pole, two poles knocked down.

1030827

September 14th
Construction
Balmertown
Crane contacted overhead power line.

1031200

September 16th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Contractor contacted a buried 25 kV cable during digging

1031008





operations.

September 17th
Construction
Burford

Contact made with overhead power line.  No other details

1031060





of event given.

September 17th
Construction
St. Catherines
Backhoe contacted 8 kV buried cable.

1031131

September 18th
Construction
Hamilton
Jackhammer Bobcat contacted a buried primary cable.

1031131

September 19th
Construction
Picton

Backhoe contacted overhead power line.

1031168

September 19th
Construction
Toronto

Crane contacted overhead 27kVpower lines.

1031298

September 23rd
Construction
Essex County
Concrete truck contacted 4800 V overhead power lines.

1031461

September 26th
Construction
Milton

Contact made with overhead power lines.  Conveyor style

1031615





boom was left elevated as equipment was driven away.

September 27th
Construction
Guelph

Contact made with 240 V overhead residential service.

1031531





No details given of equipment that made the contact.

DATA SUMMARY - Third Quarter



Fatals:

Criticals:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2002

     1

     10

        34


       59

        0

2001

     2

       5

        25


       44

        1

2000

     2

       5

        26


       42

        0

1999

     3

     11

        24


       40

        0

1998

     5

     13

        13


       40

        2
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