Selected Electrical Accidents and Incidents

Third Quarter - July to September, 2001
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
July 13th

Construction
Cambridge
Worker was making a new connection in a 600 V panel, made

1003753





contact with energized section.  Panel had been checked at







start of shift, was not energized.  Disconnect feeding panel not







turned off.  A second crew for another contractor was also






doing work on the main feed, they had previously turned off

the power for their work.  The two crews were not aware of the 

work that each other were doing.  When the second crew

turned the power back on, the panel became energized.

August 23rd
Construction
St. Catherines
Linesman doing work on electrical service to a private

1005046





residence.  Worker contacted 110 volts, electrocuted.

Accidents - Critical:
July 24th

Industrial
Guelph

Worker was trouble-shooting an electrically powered overhead

1004020





door.  While on a ladder, fell off ladder due to possible shock.







Worker was not working on the electrics, there was exposed







wiring at the motor.

July 24th

Industrial
Toronto

Worker received burns to both arms and knees from arc.

1004563





Worker was pushing a modular starter cubicle into position in







the MCC when an arc developed at the bus bars behind the







starter.  Starter was OFF as it was being pushed into place. 







The area around the MCC was wet, with water dripping from







the ceiling.  There was corrosion in places inside the MCC.

August 9th
Industrial
Toronto

Electrical worker working on energized 600 volt fused

1004605





disconnect switch.  Arc occurred, worker badly burned.

August 14th
Industrial
Weston

Worker received electrical shock from mortising machine.

1004737





Worker lost consciousness.

September 6th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker touched the handle of a portable welding machine

1005521





while also holding onto the rigging of an overhead crane.







Worker received shock, was knocked unconscious.  No 







information given on which machine was faulty.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
July 4th

Construction
Newmarket
Electrician contacted 600 volts at a construction site.

1003640





No other details of accident or injuries given.

July 17th

Industrial
Leamington
Millwright lifted an aluminum cast into a heat induction unit.

1005285





Unit was charged with electricity, worker received a shock.

July 19th

Industrial
Toronto

Worker received an electrical shock as he turned on an 18 kW

1004652





light.  Received minor burns to his right hand.

August 1st
Construction
Alliston

Contractor electrician was pulling an energized wire, end of

1000255





wire contacted some metal siding.  Worker received shock, 







taken to hospital.

August 2nd
Industrial
Brampton
Transformer exploded, worker was touched by an energized

1004513





600 volt conductor, received burns to hands and neck.

August 7th
Industrial
Longlac

Worker received shock while working on an electrical panel.

1001619





No details given as to type of work being done.

August 7th
Mining

Thunder Bay
Worker doing work in main substation when his hand touched

1001782





a live bus bar.  Worker had locked out the main breaker, did







not know of a tie breaker backfeeding power to the bus.

August 9th
Industrial
Dunnville
Worker reached into a machine, contacted a frayed wire.

1004607





Worker did not lose consciousness, was taken to hospital.

August 10th
Industrial
Cambridge
Student worker bumped against electrical motor, received a 

1006141





shock.  No loss of consciousness.

August 14th
Construction
Toronto

Worker received electrical shock from 600 volt equipment.

1004734





Suffered chest pains, did not lose consciousness.

August 15th
Industrial
Leamington
Welder received burns to his fingers from electrical shock.

1007258





Worker had been welding on a boiler.

August 16th
Industrial
Dryden

Worker went to hospital with electrical burns.  No information

1001337





given as to nature of work being done.

August 16th
Industrial
Dunnville
Extension cord was left in water, worker received an electrical

1004741





shock.

August 22nd
Industrial
Etobicoke
Worker received electrical burns to right hand while changing

1005025





a light bulb in an outdoor sign.

August 23rd
Industrial
Jackson’s Point
Worker received electrical shock from a crock-pot, taken to 

1005032





hospital then released.

August 25th
Industrial
Mississauga
Electrician made contact while working on electrical

1005091





equipment.  No loss of consciousness, worker still taken to







hospital.  No information given as to nature of work being 







done.

September 1st
Industrial
Estaire

Worker was restocking a fridge after it had been repaired.

1005367





Worker received a shock when she put her hand on the top of







the fridge while the door was open.  Worker received entry







burn on right hand, exit wound on side of head.

September 3rd
Industrial
North Bay
Worker was sitting at desk by control panel.  As he went to get

1005795





up, he received an electrical shock.  Hospital reported that







worker had suffered heart palpitations.

September 11th
Industrial
Etobicoke
Worker was using a hand-held rotating polisher.  He received 

1005619





an electrical shock from the machine, saw sparks from the 







body of the machine.

September 20th
Industrial
Mississauga
Worker turned on the power switch for a grinder.  Machine 

1006042





started to spark, worker received burns to arm and hand.

September 24th
Construction
Toronto

Worker for an electrical contractor was connecting services to 

1006075





a private residence.  He grabbed the wet wires with his glove, 







received a shock, taken to hospital.

September 24th
Construction
Sudbury

Plumber was hooking up a water tank, received a shock.

1006106





Worker taken to hospital.

September 25th
Construction
Stratford

Contact was made with a power line, two workers were injured

1006139





when one of the lines came down.  Line energized at 20 kV.

September 25th
Construction
Nepean

Worker received a shock while using a pole sander

1007310





Worker taken to hospital.

September 27th
Industrial
Brantford
Worker was working on a press, received a 110 volt shock.

1006214





Received a burn to thumb, taken to hospital.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

July 4th

Construction
Ajax

Event classified as a power line contact.

1005782





No other details given.

July 5th

Construction
Peterborough
Event classified as a power line contact.

1005100





No other details given.

July 9th

Construction
Goodson
Event classified as a power line contact.

1001391



Township
No other details given.

July 10th

Construction
Mississauga
Backhoe bucket contacted 16 kV power line while backfilling

1004666





a trench.

July 10th

Construction
Kanata

Boom of a knuckle-type boom truck was extended, contacted

1005524





overhead power lines.

July 11th

Construction
Toronto

Contractor was using a crane to lift material, crane contacted

1005634





power line.  Four tires on truck blew, operator was using a 







wireless remote control for the crane.

July 12th

Construction
Ottawa

Backhoe contacted 4800 volt cable.  No information given

1005534





on whether locates had been given.

July 13th

Construction
Brampton
Doing excavating, contacted 27 kV power line.  No other

1003796





details of event given.

July 17th

Construction
Sudbury

Dump truck had a raised box, took out the overhead power 

1003816





line.

July 17th

Construction
St. Catherines
Contact made with underground hydro wires, no other details

1004069





given.

July 19th

Mining

Sudbury

Rock drill pulled down a 5 kV power line.

1003957

July 23rd

Construction
St. Catherines
Event classified as a power line contact, no other details

1004397





given.

July 24th

Construction
Sturgeon Falls
Event classified as a power line contact, no other details 

1004060





given.

July 24th

Construction
Brampton
Worker for a cable contractor made contact with a buried

1004097





cable.

July 24th

Mining

Sudbury 
Dump truck took down 220 volt power line.  Truck was being

1004210





used to spread slag on a roadway at the time.

July 25th

Construction
Etobicoke
A house was being built, about eight feet from a 4 kV power

1004137





line.

July 26th

Construction
Whitby

A mobile crane contacted a 44 kV overhead power line.

1006942

August 2nd
Construction
Ajax

Dump truck backed into a hydro pole, pole broken.

1006118

August 13th
Construction
Strathroy
Steamroller hit a guy wire of a hydro pole.  The pole broke, 

1005330





a pole-mount transformer fell down.

August 14th
Construction
Corbeil

Dump truck hit overhead power line.

1004722

August 15th
Construction
Scarborough
Contractor dug too far, contacted 4 kV power line.

1006553

August 17th
Construction
Mississauga
Dump truck contacted overhead power line.

1004908

August 21st
Construction
Oro-Medonte
Dump truck pulled down a hydro line.

1000114

August 16th
Industrial
Cornwall
Worker trimming trees, small branches touched the power line.

1006756

August 22nd
Construction
Etobicoke
Boom truck contacted the ground wire for a power line.

1004984

August 24th
Industrial
Tilbury

Truck backed into a hydro pole in the company yard, lines fell

1006447





on the truck.

August 27th
Construction
Sudbury

Bucket truck contacted a power line.

1005119

August 28th
Construction
Cambridge
Event classified as a power line contact.  No other details of 

1006288





event given.

August 29th
Construction
Guelph

Contractor was using a backhoe, dug into a cable.

1007502





No locates done.

August 31st
Construction
Kanata

Contractor was doing digging, hit a wire.  No information 

1007025





given if locates had been done.

September 5th
Construction
St. Joseph Island
Worker was cutting down trees, one tree hit the power line.

1005500





Power knocked out.

September 7th
Construction
Kirkland Lake
Backhoe hit a guy wire, breaking the pole.  

1005696





2400 volt line came down.

September 13th
Construction
Toronto

Excavator contacted a high voltage power cable.  Locates had

1006688





been done, workers were to hand dig.  Workers used power







equipment instead.

September 13th
Construction
Ottawa

Boom truck knocked out a power line.

1007399

September 14th
Construction
Peterborough
Backhoe contacted 16 kV power line.  No locates done, they 

1007391





were relying on a map.

September 15th
Construction
Etobicoke
Dug up high voltage cable.  No information given on whether

1005939





locates had been done.

September 17th
Construction
Sault Ste Marie
Dump truck contacted the BELL cable with the truck box.

1005801





Pole broken.

September 17th
Construction
Brampton
Worker cut a primary cable.  Cable operating at 27 kV.

1005832

September 17th
Construction
Embro

Dumptruck contacted 4800 volt overhead line.

1006201

September 19th
Construction
Toronto

Worker was using a concrete floor cutter.  Hit a live electrical

1007231





cable.

September 19th
Construction
Huntsville
As a dump truck was moving forwards with box descending, 

1007674





lip of box caught on neutral of power line.  Wire broken.

September 19th
Construction
Burlington
Dump truck contacted neutral of power line.

1008127

September 21st
Mining

Matheson
Box of tandem dump truck hit a power line.

1006024

September 25th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Event was classified as a power line contact.  No other details

1001398 & 1001400 (same event)


of event given.

Reportable Incidents - Electrical Equipment:
September 15th
Mining

Bomby

As a worker pushed a START button, breaker cover door blew 

1005804



Township
open from a flash.  Breaker was rated for 100 amps, load was a 







75 HP fan motor.

DATA SUMMARY - Third Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2001

     2

      5

        25


       44

         1

2000

     2

      5

        26


       42

         0

1999

     3

    11

        24


       40

         0

1998

     5

    13

        13


       40

         2
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