Selected Electrical Incidents and Occurrences

Second Quarter - April to June, 2003
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
June 21st

Industrial
St. Thomas
Two sign painters were in the basket of a boom lift.  One 

1040932





worker operated the controls in the basket, accidentally moved







the basket towards an overhead 27 kV power line that ran







parallel to the sign.  The second worker was standing in the 







corner of the basket closest to the power line, this worker was 







fatally injured from contact with the line.

June 26th
Construction
Oakville

Equipment involved was a 600V fused disconnect switch.

1041201





A worker was trying to determine if he could move the one set







of fuse holders in order to get a long fuse to fit.  As he moved 







a long fuse about, in the area of the fuse holders, the body of  







the fuse bridged between one of the line side fuse clips and 







ground.  The arc caused a phase-to-phase-to-phase-to-ground







fault.  The worker received third degree burns to 75% of his







body and died the next day of his injuries.  A second worker 







received serious burns to his hands and forearms from the arc.

June 26th
Construction
Selkirk

A farmer was cleaning the eavestrough at his farm.  As he was 

1041314





moving a metal ladder, it contacted a 16.8kV overhead line.

The farmer died of his injuries.

Accidents - Critical:
April 10th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was doing tests on a capacitor bank, did not dissipate

1038321





stored charges in the capacitor after the tests.  When he tried to 







disconnect the capacitors, he received a 40 kV shock.  Worker







was taken to hospital.

April 24th
Industrial
Etobicoke
Worker was cleaning around electrical equipment with a wet

1039091





rag.  Received a shock, lost consciousness.

April 25th
Industrial
Barrie

Worker was doing work on a transformer box, touched an 

1038711





energized wire, sent to hospital.  Worker received severe burns







to right hand and arm, right thigh and left large toe.

May 2nd

Industrial
Hamilton
Worker was rolling up the welding cable when he received a 

1038919





shock and lost consciousness and suffered burns to both

hands.  The single phase machine had been incorrectly connected to the 3 phase power supply, resulting in







the frame becoming energized.

May 7th

Industrial
Brantford
The worker reached into a machine to investigate a source of

1039111





leaking water.  His arm contacted exposed energized terminals 







inside the 480 V machine.  Worker lost consciousness,

received burns to his left arm.  Disconnect on the machine was switched off, the terminals were upstream of this disconnect.  The bus plug disconnect switch for this machine, located up high near the ceiling, had not been turned off.

May 17th

Industrial
Mississauga
Worker made contact on a 7 kV conductor, lost consciousness.

1039465





No details given on what work he was doing at the time.

June 17th
Construction
Sudbury

Two workers received severe burns from an electrical arc.

1040757





Workers were working in a meter room at a shopping mall.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
April 2nd

Industrial
Brampton
Flash occurred at a transformer, injured worker taken to

1038013





hospital.  No other details of event given.

April 10th
Industrial
North York
Worker was on a ladder, reached into an electrical box and

1038379





received a shock.  Worker fell off ladder, received a sore back.

April 13th
Industrial
Hamilton
Worker received a shock while pressing a “Door Open”

1038375





pushbutton.  Worker taken to hospital and released.

April 21st
Construction
Nanticoke
Event classified as an electrical contact.

1038656





No other details of event given.

April 23rd
Industrial
Toronto

Worker touched a conduit while plugging in a stereo system.

1038642





Worker complained of a headache and stiff muscles.

April 29th
Mining

Marathon
Worker plugged a drill into a 600 V panel and turned on the

1038972





power.  Event description stated that he touched the feed rail







and received a minor shock.

May 1st

Industrial
St. Thomas
Worker was walking up stairs into the building as lightning

1038873





struck.  Worker’s hand was on the handrail at the time, he was







taken to hospital and released.

May 1st

Industrial
Windsor

While making an electrical connection on 480V equipment, 

1039123





the ground wire contacted an energized phase wire.  Worker 







was shocked.  (I’m sorry, couldn’t resist)

May 5th

Industrial
Burlington
Worker was using a manlift to get to an overhead crane. 

1039242





Worker contacted crane power rails, injury details not given.

May 7th

Industrial
Toronto

Workers were using a ladder to work on eavestrough.  Ladder

1039077





contacted hydro lines; two workers received shocks and were 







taken to hospital.

May 11th

Industrial
Peterborough
Worker received a shock from a bun toaster.

1039170

May 14th

Industrial
Scarborough
Worker was cleaning a light from a ladder, received a shock 

1039584





and fell off the ladder.  He received minor back injuries.

May 15th

Construction
Pickering
An electrical flash occurred during a test of a 250 VDC set

1039485





of batteries.  Worker was treated for eye flash and returned







to work.

May 22nd
Industrial
Scarborough
Worker received burns from an electrical flash.  No other

1039537





details of event given.

May 27th

Industrial
Peterborough
Worker received a shock from a saucepot.

1039661





Worker was taken to hospital.

May 28th

Mining

Sudbury

Contractor received a shock and was sent to hospital.

1040143





No other details of event given.

June 2nd

Industrial
Thunder Bay
Worker was operating an overhead crane with the pendant

1040369





control.  Worker received a shock, taken to hospital.

June 2nd

Construction
Toronto

Crane struck an electrical wire, wire struck a worker.

1040242





Worker was taken to hospital and released.

June 6th

Industrial
Mississauga
A modified power cable had two male ends.  A worker 

1040433





plugged one end into a power source, then began unwinding







the cable to connect to a machine.  The cable arced into his 







forearm, worker received a 2nd degree burn.

June 17th
Industrial
Stittsville
Worker was setting up a ladder, wind caught the ladders and

1040858





put it into an overhead line.  Worker received a shock, taken to 







hospital.

June 18th
Industrial
Brantford
Worker took hold of an electrical cord, received a shock.

1040827

June 18th
Industrial
Kitchener
Worker doing tree trimming, branch contacted a power line.

1040838





Worker was holding the branch at the time, received a shock.







Worker was taken to hospital.

June 19th
Construction
Espanola
Worker received an electrical shock.  No other details of event 

1040891





given.

June 19th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was using a machine, contacted energized 240V cable.

1041249





Worker taken to hospital.

June 26th
Industrial
Woodbridge
Worker was disconnecting the power supply to a machine,

1041238





the main power switch was not turned off.  Worker received a







shock, taken to hospital.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

April 9th

Construction
Tillsonburg
Event classified as an electrical occurrence at a non-mining

1038237





site.  No other details of event given.

April 9th

Construction
London

Backhoe hit a 12 kV buried cable.  Locates had been done.

1038280

April 11th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Truck contacted overhead power line.  Truck type not 

1038338





identified.

April 14th
Construction
Cobourg

Worker was connecting an electrical meter.  Event description 

1038418





stated that a power contact was made, but no injuries.

April 17th
Construction
Burlington
Boom of a boom truck contacted an overhead power line.

1038569 & 1039119 (same event)

April 24th
Construction
Toronto

Excavation worker severed a low voltage insulator.

1038732

April 28th
Construction
Dundas

Boom of boom truck contacted a 110 kV overhead line.

1038754

May 5th

Industrial
Sudbury

Crane contacted an overhead power line, two poles were

1038988





knocked down.

May 6th

Construction
Hamilton
Painter put up his ladder, contacted the 240 V service to

1039128





a private residence.  Fuse on transformer blew.

May 6th

Construction
Brantford
Contact made with secondary hydro cables, no other 

1040103





information given.

May 8th

Construction
Brighton

Electrical contact made, no other details of event given.

1039131



Township

May 14th

Construction
Bowmanville
Haulage truck hit hydro pole, caused damage to the wires.

1039316

May 14th

Construction
Dundas

Dump truck contacted overhead power line.

1039350

May 15th

Construction
Niagara Falls
Dump truck took down the neutral of a 2.4 kV overhead line.

1039319

May 15th

Construction
St. Jacobs
Dump truck contacted an overhead line.

1039343

May 16th

Construction
Simcoe

While boring, contact was made with a 4 kV buried cable.

1039362





Locates had been done, and boring machine was equipped 







with sensors.

May 19th

Industrial
Tiverton

During grading operations, a buried 220 V line was exposed.

1039384

May 21st

Construction
Toronto

While digging for a foundation, contractor made contact with 

1039476





a buried cable.

May 29th

Construction
Toronto

Backhoe contacted a 13 kV buried cable.

1040169

June 2nd

Mining

Timmins

Crane contacted an overhead power line.

1040253

June 3rd

Construction
Brampton
Truck contacted a 16 kV overhead line.

1040344

June 3rd

Construction
Leamington
The tarp on a dump truck contacted an overhead

1040355





power line.

June 5th

Construction
Brampton
Worker cut a 27 kV cable, part of the cable fell onto a

1040377





6 kV cable.

June 6th

Construction
Scarborough
Contractor was digging a trench; hit the casing of a power 

1040455





line.

June 9th

Construction
London

Paving crew contacted a power line, pulled out a pole.

1040506





No details given of equipment involved.

June 9th

Construction
Beamsville
Backhoe contacted a buried power line.

1040618

June 10th
Mining

Fenelon 

Dump truck hit power line.

1040570



Township

June 10th
Construction
Sioux Lookout
Crane contacted a power line.

1040598

June 12th
Industrial
Brighton

Electrician was repairing a street light, bucket caught on

1040647





an overhead power line.

June 12th
Construction
Mississauga
325 Cat excavator hit a buried 240 V power line.  

1041326





Stakeouts had been done.

June 16th
Construction
Hamilton
As a manlift descended, it hit a 600 V power line.  Insulation

1040730





on the power line prevented an electrical hazard, but a lot of







damage was done to the power line where it was attached to 







the side of the building.

June 17th
Construction
Cambridge
A truck was dumping asphalt, the raised box contacted an

1040788





overhead power line.

June 17th
Construction
Norwood
Dump truck contacted a power line, caused a breaker to 

1040852





trip out.

June 19th
Construction
Windsor

Boom of a shovel contacted an overhead 2400 V power line.

1040928

June 24th
Construction
Kincardine
Hi-Hoe excavator hit a buried line while digging.

1041185

June 25th
Construction
Warkworth
Workers were installing a water main; hit an overhead power

1041145





line with a Hi-Hoe excavator.

June 27th
Construction
Wilmot

Plumber cut into a primary cable.  He also hit a water line and 

1041229



Township
caused a flood.

June 27th
Construction
Lakeshore
Dump truck hit a 4800 V line, tore it out.

1041259



Township

June 28th
Construction
Oshawa

Worker struck a buried power line with an excavator.

1041391

DATA SUMMARY - Second Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2003

     3

      7

         25


       39

        0

2002

     1

      9

         17


       28

        1

2001

     1

    13

         12


       32

        2

2000

     2

      5

         22


       34

        1

1999

     2

      9

         22


       32

        0

1998

     2

      4

         17


       30

        0
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