Selected Electrical Accidents and Incidents

Second Quarter - April to June, 2001
Date & 
Program
Location

Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
June 13th
Industrial
Woodbridge
Worker was on top of tractor-trailer unit to move some low

1002377





power lines out of the way.  Worker contacted 16 kV from the







power line.

Accidents - Critical:
April 16th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker doing work in telephone box experienced a shock.  

80442





Worker lost consciousness for a moment.  Box was checked 







out by other technicians and found to be in good condition.

May 29th

Industrial
Tillsonburg
Worker received shock from an electrical cord, lost 

1003701





consciousness.  No other details given.

May 30th

Industrial
Bruce Mines
Worker was felling a tree near a power line, dropped a tree 

1001967





onto the line, breaking one of the conductors.  The line came 







down and hit the worker across the chest.  Worker lost his arm,







received severe burns to the chest area.

June 5th

Construction
Clarington
Worker received third-degree burns to hands, face and chest

1002114&1004865



while working on a 550 volt service.  No details given as to 







work being done at time of accident.

June 6th

Industrial
Scarborough
Certified electrician was using a screwdriver to punch out a

1002212





knockout.  Screwdriver went into the box, cutting insulation on







a wire, energized at 600 volts.  Flash caused burns to face, 







chest and worker’s eyes.

June 8th

Industrial
Toronto

Worker was trying to change fuses in the sub-main.  Explosion

1002233





occurred, worker burned to face and hands, eyes blinded.

June 13th
Industrial
Vaughan

Electrical contact while changing a 600 volt fuse in a panel.

1002335





No details given of injuries received, event classified as 







CRITICAL in MIS.

June 13th
Industrial
Concord

Worker had an electrical contact while changing a hot water

1002336





heater.  No details given of injuries received, event classified







as CRITICAL in MIS.

June 14th
Industrial
Nanticoke
Two electricians were trouble-shooting the main hoist on an

1002429





overhead crane.  While working on one of the control 







interlocks, the hand of one of the electricians contacted







250 VDC.  Worker lost consciousness for a few seconds.

June 18th
Industrial
Cambridge
Worker received a low-voltage shock from the handle of an

1002540





arc welder.  A screw, used to keep the handle from twisting, 







contacted the conductor in the handle.  Worker lost 







consciousness for a few seconds.

June 19th
Industrial
North Bay
Electrical arc occurred while worker was using a meter to do

1002508





trouble-shooting.  Worker received burns to arm and neck.  







Circuit operated at 4160 volts, not known if meter was rated







for that voltage.

June 19th
Industrial
Kitchener
Worker received an electrical shock, lost consciousness for 

1005663





a few seconds.  No details given as to work being done or 







equipment involved.

June 26th
Construction
Madoc

Worker contacted 7200 volts while working on a roof.  No 

1002759 & 1005231



details given on injuries received, event classified as 







CRITICAL in MIS.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
April 3rd

Construction
Windsor

Worker was using a multi-meter, arc happened.  Worker had

1002470





slight flash burn.  Will use a better quality meter in future.

April 6th

Industrial
Mississauga
Worker using a spot welder when his right finger was caught 

80208





under the welding electrode.  Worker lost his finger. 

April 14th
Industrial
Gloucester
Branch fell on bus bars, worker received 2nd degree burns.

1003942

April 27th
Industrial
Brampton
Worker received electrical contact when he touched a 

1001279





computer part.  Computer was wired incorrectly, worker







received 110 volt shock, slight burn to left hand and numbness







to left arm. 

May 3rd

Industrial
Long Sault
Worker was using an aerial device to cut trees when he 

1003806





contacted live wires.  No information given as to injuries 







received.  Event classified as non-critical.

May 9th

Construction
Sudbury

Worker cutting a buried cable, cable was still energized.  No

1000694





details given as to injuries received or why cable was still 







energized.

May 25th

Industrial
London

Electrician was working on a transformer, suffered burns to

1002066





face, hands and arm.  No details given on work being done.

May 29th

Industrial
St. Catherines
Worker was using an air gun with an electrical attachment.

1002419





Worker received a severe shock from the tool.

June 6th

Industrial
North York
Worker was repairing a machine, breaker was OFF, stored

1002735





charge not dissipated.  Worker received charge of 8000 V at







three amps, received burns to arms and tops of hands.

June 15th
Industrial
Kapuskasing
Worker was using a voltage meter to test a microwave for 

1002461





electrical function.  Received a shock as a meter lead touched







a conductor.  Two small wounds required stitches.

June 26th
Mining

Albemarle
Worker was using a meter to check a circuit when it exploded.

1004700



Township
Worker received burns to his hands.

June 27th
Mining

Levack

Workers were monitoring for minerals using a VGGM

1002895



Township
transmitter.  Lightning struck the ground close by the workers, 







knocking them off their feet.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

April 3rd

Construction
Devlin

Boom of an AIR-TRAC drill contacted an overhead power 

80295



Township
line.

April 4th

Construction
Guelph

Crane contacted 1300 volt power line.

1000747

April 6th

Mining

Red Lake
Worker cut into a 4160 cable while using a reciprocating saw.

80245

April 6th

Construction
Toronto

Worker was chipping concrete, cut into 27.6 kV cable.

1001073





Locates had been done.

April 17th
Construction
St. Thomas
Dump truck contacted 27 kV power line.

1000690

April 17th
Construction
Scarborough
Locates not done properly, no other details of event given.

1000959





Event classified as Power Line Contact in MIS.

April 17th
Construction
Lyndhurst
While tree cutting, dropped a tree on a power line.

1005244

April 23rd
Construction
Belmont

Boom of cement truck contacted 7200 volt power line.

1001254



Township

April 24th
Construction
Toronto

Crane operator contacted overhead power lines.

80778

April 27th
Construction
Etobicoke
Equipment contacted energized electrical equipment

1002734





No other details given.

April 30th
Construction
Sault St. Marie
Utility reported suspected contact of shovel with overhead

81010





power line.  Contractor denies contact happened.

April 30th
Construction
Peterborough
Backhoe hit 2400 volt power line.

1002049

May 3rd

Construction
Etobicoke
Bucket truck hit overhead power line.

1000548

May 4th

Construction
Beamsville
Dump truck hit overhead power line.

1000984

May 9th

Construction
Guelph

Contractor contacted a buried 13.8 kV power line.

1002646

May 16th

Construction
Timmins

Power line contact, no other information given.

1001033

May 17th

Construction
Toronto

Large crane contacted power lines.  Fuses blew, no injuries.

1002714

May 23rd
Construction
Garden River
Tire of skidder hit pole, knocking the wires loose from the

1001265





insulators.

May 23rd
Construction
Toronto

Crane contacted high voltage power lines.

1001447

May 29th

Construction
Vaughan

Backhoe contacted 8000 volt power lines.

1001969

May 31st

Construction
Etobicoke
Crane contacted 27.6 kV overhead power lines.

1002031

May 31st

Construction
Huntsville
Hydro line contact.  No other details given.

1002564

June 6th

Construction
Humphrey
Haulage truck took down power lines and BELL line.

1002124



Township
Box was raised at the time.

June 6th

Construction
Thunder Bay
Backhoe contacted overhead line.

1002797

June 11th
Construction
Sturgeon Falls
Dump truck with raised box hit the BELL cable.  Pole broke, 

1003841





BELL cable contacted the power line.

June 12th
Industrial
Etobicoke
Crane operator was using two spotters as he positioned the 

1002322





crane boom.  He misjudged the distance, contacted 16 kV line.

June 18th
Construction
Guelph

Raised box of a dump truck contacted secondary of power 

1003790





line.

June 20th
Construction
Etobicoke
Machine dug into 13.8 kV buried cable.

1002718

June 21st

Construction
Cambridge
Workers from the local utility noticed a project where digging

1003596





was taking place.  No locates had been done, a 16 kV cable 







had been exposed.

June 25th
Construction
Mississauga
High voltage buried cable was cut.  No other details given.

1002738

June 25th
Construction
Etobicoke
Crane contacted 27.8 kV overhead line.

1002769

June 26th
Construction
Clarington
Dump truck with raised box contacted 240 volt line.

1005177





A 13.8 kV line was in close proximity.

Reportable Incidents - Electrical Equipment:
May 25th

Construction
Toronto

Worker put aluminum ladder up against energized bus bars.

1001558





Explosion occurred, no injuries reported.

June 27th
Construction
Sudbury

Worker drilling in a wall above the bus bars.  When he pulled

1002809





the drill out, the drill bit slipped out of his hand and landed on 







bus bars.  Power outage occurred, no injuries reported.

DATA SUMMARY - Second Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2001

     1

     13

        12


       32

        2

2000

     2

       5

        22


       34

        1

1999

     2

       9

        22


       32

        0

1998

     2

       4

        17


       30

        0
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