Selected Electrical Incidents and Occurrences

First Quarter – January to March, 2004
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
February 27th
Industrial
Gloucester
Worker made contact with the 600 V power leads to the 

1050189





compressor motor.  Worker was servicing a roof-mounted







HVAC unit when the fatal contact happened.

Accidents - Critical:
January 15th
Industrial
Oakville

Technician was doing electrostatic testing, brushed up against

1048367





material being tested.  Received a shock, lost consciousness 







for a few seconds, taken to hospital.

January 20th
Industrial
North York
Worker was dumping slag from a tandem trailer, box touched 

1048527





27 kV overhead line.  Worker received an electrical shock, 







vital signs were absent at time of ambulance arrival.  Worker 







revived by ambulance crew.

January 28th
Industrial
Etobicoke
Worker was being lifted by a forklift to change light bulbs. 

1048913





Worker received a shock, and fell about 12 feet to floor.







Worker received head injuries and some broken ribs.

March 8th
Industrial
Milton

Worker received an electrical shock and lost consciousness.

1050568





A key chain around his neck touched the inside of an electrical







heater. 

March 25th
Construction
Georgina
Worker doing work in a water main, received a 120V shock.

1051270





Lost consciousness for a few seconds.  No information given







as to the source of the electrical energy.

March 29th
Construction
Orangeville
Worker received an electrical shock, fell off a ladder.  Worker 

1051317





had no vital signs, was revived while being transported to

hospital.  Worker was doing work on lights, they were 

supposed to be de-energized.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
January 10th
Industrial
Courtright
Worker was operating a truck, no static straps on the truck.

1053064





Worker claimed to have received an electrical shock, no other







details given.

January 12th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was untwisting wire to check for voltage, received a 

1048189





shock.  No information given on voltage of wires, or of PPE 







that worker could have worn for protection.

January 27th
Industrial
North York
Electrician contacted a live terminal while troubleshooting a

1048854





440 V circuit.  Worker taken to hospital.

January 27th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker received an electrical shock, taken to hospital for 

1048937





observation.  No information given as to work being done or 







equipment involved in the event.

January 30th
Industrial
Niagara Falls
Worker touched an energized wire, received a burn to one 

1048986





finger.  No other details of event given.

February 3rd
Construction
Toronto

Worker was directing a fibre-optic cable through a manhole, 

1049158





brushed against a neutral cable.  Worker felt a shock, went for 







medical assessment.

February 19th
Industrial
Weston

Worker received an electrical shock from touching a live wire.

1049645





No other details of event given.

February 20th
Industrial
London

Worker was installing a digital box in a wall, pushed some 

1049795





wires out of the way.  Worker received an electrical shock, 







resulting in a small burn on one finger.

February 23rd
Construction
Mississauga
Worker was installing lighting fixtures, had checked for power

1049843





before proceeding.  At end of job, worker was making the last 







connections, felt a shock.  Worker’s probe tester had low 







batteries, causing false readings.

February 26th
Construction
Toronto

Powerline contact.  Event description stated that there were no

1050158





serious injuries, but gave no other details of the event.

February 27th
Mining

Milton

Worker received an electrical shock while unplugging an 

1050199





electrical jack hammer.  Worker taken to hospital.

March 2nd
Construction
Guelph

Worker on a pole, dropped a ratchet handle.  Handle contacted

1050295





8 kV unit that was energized.  Worker received mild shock.

March 3rd
Construction
Ottawa

Worker was doing drilling to install a sprinkler, drill contacted

1050306





a live wire.  Worker received a shock, was taken to hospital.

March 3rd
Construction
Thunder Bay
Electrician made an electrical contact while changing a 

1050436





residential meter.

March 3rd
Construction
Toronto

Worker was installing a pipe hanger, contacted a 110 V wire.

1050616





Worker received an electrical shock.

March 8th
Construction
Toronto

Worker doing work on a 600 V panel, panel exploded.

1050466





Worker received burns, taken to hospital,  No information 







given on the work he was doing at the time.

March 13th
Industrial
Windsor

Worker received an electrical shock while moving a gel tank.

1051056





The tank’s grounding wire had become loose.

March 13th
Industrial
Stratford

Two workers received an electrical shock while cleaning up 

1051301





water from a flood.  Water was about 2 “ deep on the floor, 







electrics were still ON.

March 16th
Industrial
Beamsville
Electrician received a burn to his finger.  No other details of 

1050893





event were given.

March 16th
Industrial
Burlington
Worker was installing a new breaker in a 240 V panel, when

1050918





an arc occurred.  Worker received burns to hands and face.

March 18th
Industrial
Nepean

Welder turned off the power outside of a spray booth to do

1051047





work.  Spray booth operator noticed the vent system was not 







working, turned power back on.  Worker received an electrical







shock, and burns to his hand.

March 19th
Industrial
Woodbridge
Worker received flash burns to face from a fire in an electrical 

1051117





panel.  No information given about type of work being done.

March 26th
Industrial
Cambridge
Worker received a shock from touching a steel pillar.  A

1051279





damaged electrical cable was also in contact with the pillar.

March 29th
Industrial
Cambridge
Worker was checking voltage across the terminals on a paint

1051450





machine when an arc occurred.  Worker received burns to  his 







hands.

March 31st
Construction
King City
Worker was stripping secondary cable in a trench, received a

1053080





shock.  Voltage of cable not given.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

January 6th
Industrial
Red Lake
Dump truck was dumping its load, tore down the main power 

1047883





line.

January 12th
Construction
London

Line crew had coverups in place on the lines.  While moving

1048116





the dielectric jib, two phases moved and contacted.

January 28th
Construction
Nepean

Machine hit buried cable, no details given as to type of 

1048912





machine or voltage of cable.

January 30th
Construction
Unionville
Excavator hit an overhead power line.

1049028

February 9th
Construction
Woodstock
Event classified as an electrical occurrence, no description of

1049278





event given.

February 9th
Construction
Grimsby

Contractor cut a buried cable, locates were off.  No 

1049300





information given on cable voltage.

February 11th
Construction
Kingston
Event classified as an electrical occurrence, no description of 

1049351





event given.

February 18th
Mining

Kenora District
Diamond drill being moved with mast still raised.  Mast 

1049831





contacted overhead power line.

February 19th
Construction
Hamilton
Contractor doing trenching, contacted 120 V buried cable.

1049737

February 25th
Construction
Toronto

Worker cut a conduit containing 600 V conductors.

1050148





Knocked off the lighting in the area.

February 25th
Construction
Oakville

Boom truck contacted a primary voltage overhead line.

1050856

February 27th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker digging holes in concrete, dug into a HV duct bank, 

1050178





hit cables.  Worker not aware of cables under the concrete.

March 2nd
Construction
Hamilton
Buried 240 V secondary cable was hit while digging.  Locates

1050276





were off by about 20 feet.

March 2nd
Construction
Ottawa

Hydro cable contacted, no other details of event given.

1050429

March 3rd
Construction
Oakville

Digging for a new electrical service, damaged the buried

1050355





27 kV distribution cable.

March 4th
Construction
Mississauga
While excavating for a underground service, hit a buried

1050352





power cable.

March 11th
Construction
Whitby

Dump truck contacted a 8 kV overhead line.

1050819

March 12th
Construction
Stoney Creek
Workers dug up the street lighting cables, 240 V.

1051101

March 23rd
Construction
Brampton
16 kV primary buried cable was cut.  Details of machine being

1051204





used not given.

DATA SUMMARY - First Quarter



Fatals:

Criticals:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2004

     1

        6

        25


       19

        0

2003

     0

        5

        14


       22

        0

2002

     0

        5

        18


         8

        0

2001

     1

        7

        21


       11

        1

2000

     1

      12

        10


       16

        3

1999

     1

        7

        16


       13

        1

1998

     1

        9

          7


         9

        0

And Finally….
Nothing this quarter was sufficiently off-the-wall to merit inclusion here.  Stay tuned though.
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