Selected Electrical Accidents and Incidents

First Quarter - January to March, 2001
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
March 12th 
Industrial
Woolwich
Worker electrocuted while working on electrical wires running

79373



Township
in a conduit.  Wiring energized at 600 volts.  The insulative 







covering for a wire had been damaged during the installation 







of the wires in the conduit, exposing the copper conductor for 







a short distance.  The damage was not visible from in front of







the junction box.  While the worker reached around the bundle







of wires with his hand, his fingers contacted the bare copper.

Accidents - Critical:
January 4th
Industrial
Brampton
Worker passed out after receiving an electrical contact.

77387





No other information given.

January 5th
Industrial
Nanticoke
Worker doing potential tests on a 600 volt breaker using a

77450





potential checking device.  Arc occurred at the breaker, worker







received severe burns to hands and face.  Potential checking







device was of a type authorized by the utility but was not 







CSA approved.

January 23rd
Construction
Toronto

Utility worker was stripping a splice in a manhole, contacted

78129 & 78129




13.8 kV.  Suffered burns to left hand and wrist, and to right







foot.  Cable was not labelled properly, spiking not done.

February 6th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was working on electrical boxes, received burns to

78468





hands and face.

February 14th
Industrial
Grand Bend
Worker contacted electricity from a 4000 volt switchgear.

78749





No information given as to the nature of injuries suffered.

February 27th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker was doing work on an electrical contact box when it 

79024





exploded.  Worker received burns to hands, arms, face and







neck.

March 21st 
Industrial
Strathroy
Workers were using a boom truck near 2400 volt power line. 

1000458





Contact made, one worker lost consciousness.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
January 2nd
Industrial
Scarborough
Worker connecting 600 volt wires, did not shut off the power.

77634





Wire touched metal, arc occurred.  Worker burned on face and







left arm.

January 4th
Industrial
St. Thomas
Two workers installing a meter, meter dropped on a live wire.

77892





Flash occurred, one worker received burns.

January 8th
Industrial
Tilbury

Worker suffered light burns on nose, right hand and neck from 

78443





a fire caused by an electrical hazard.  No details given as to







nature of the hazard or what work was being done.

January 18th
Industrial
Kitchener
Worker was testing a power supply, received a 120 volt shock.

78321





Had numbness in hand, dizziness and nausea.

January 18th
Industrial
Brantford
Electrician was fishing a wire, received a 110 volt shock.

78461





Worker was knocked off the ladder he was on.

January 22nd
Industrial
London

Worker received a shock when he touched a breaker after

79283





a line blew.  No other details of accident given.

January 23rd
Industrial
Bolton

Worker was trying to plug an arc welder into a power source.

77976





Received a shock, felt tingling in arms and chest area.

January 25th
Construction
Toronto

Worker received an electrical shock while installing drywall.

79248





No information given on source of electrical shock.

January 29th
Construction
Sault Ste Marie
Worker removing BX cable from a junction box.  As he pulled

78484





on the BX, the junction box came loose, worker contacted an







energized 120 volt conductor.  Worker felt shock across his







chest, fell off the ladder.

January 30th
Construction
North York
Worker doing electrical work from a ladder.  Hand grazed a 

78495





live wire, worker received burns to left hand, fell off ladder.

February 8th
Construction
St. Catherines
Worker received a shock from a 120 volt source.  No other

79159





details given.

February 13th
Industrial
Ottawa

Worker received an electrical contact.  No other information

79909





given as to injuries or nature of work being done.

February 15th
Construction
Kincardine
Worker was installing a new cable when his elbow contacted

79846





347 volts from another cable in the area.  Cable was energized







and uncapped.

February 16th
Construction
Cambridge
Worker made electrical contract with 600 volts.  No 

78899





information given as to work being done at time of accident.

March 4th
Industrial
Alliston

Worker received an electrical shock when he touched an 

79243





elevating platform.

March 12th
Industrial
Hamilton
Worker opened a panel to inspect it, electrical short occurred.

80636





Worker received burns to hand and wrist.

March 16th
Mining

Crean Hill
Workers trying to place a transformer draw down shelf back 

79551





into position.  After experiencing difficulties, they stopped and







were looking over the situation when a flash occurred.  Both 







workers received flash burns to their faces.

March 22nd
Construction
Toronto

While installing a light, an insulating cap fell off a connection.

79975





The worker’s hand touched the connection, received a shock.

March 26th
Construction
Strathroy
Two workers using a boom truck, boom contacted 2400 volts.

1000748





Worker on ground fell over and dislocated his shoulder.

March 27th
Construction
Mississauga
Worker received an electrical shock while using on a ladder.

79842





Worker fell off the ladder, no information given as to work







being done at the time.

March 28th
Construction
London

Worker received a shock from 4160 volts.  No other accident

1000875





information given.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

January 12th
Construction
Toronto

Directional boring machine was pulling pipe, contacted 

78850





three 4 kV power lines.

January 23rd
Construction
Brampton
Backhoe cut into a 27 kV cable while digging.

77923

January 25th
Construction
Brampton
Crane contacted overhead power lines, power out to homes in

78142





the area.

January 30th
Industrial
Oakville

Power line contact.  No other details given.

79035

January 31st
Industrial
Wawa

Boom on a logging truck contacted the neutral of a 7200 V  

78298





power line.  The neutral contacted two phases of a 115 kV 







power line, seven generators at the power plant taken 







off-line.

February 13th
Construction
Hamilton
Backhoe hit house service line while digging for gas line

79242





installation to house.  No locates done.

February 26th
Industrial
Highway #11,
Box of dump truck hit power line.

79193



Atikokan

February 27th
Construction
Toronto

Concrete pump truck contacted a power line, blew a tire off

79556





the truck.  Foil insulation detached from the truck’s pipe line







in the wind and contacted the overhead line.

March 9th
Construction
Waterloo
Dump truck hit power line while box was still elevated.

79993

March 9th
Construction
Nanticoke
Worker was using concrete saw, cut through a 110 volt cable.

80056

March 23rd
Construction
Ajax

Drilling rig hit 13.8kV conductor and neutral line.  No injuries.

80562

Reportable Incidents - Electrical Equipment:
March 12th
Construction
Stoney Creek
Possible electrical contact at an industrial establishment.

80647





Power out, employer refused to allow the utility to enter the







electrical room.

DATA SUMMARY - First Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2001

     1

       7

        21


      11

        1

2000

     1

     12

        10


      16

        3


1999

     1

       7

        16


      13

        1

1998

     1

       9

          7


        9

        0
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