Selected Electrical Accidents and Incidents

  Fourth Quarter - October to December, 2000

Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
October 14th
Construction
Whitefish
Worker was removing temporary protective coverings for the

74928





Bell and cable lines, using an aluminum ladder.  Ladder 







contacted overhead power lines, worker killed.

November 7th
Farming

Percy Township
Farm worker driving a tractor, tractor was towing a trailer. 

75820





Trailer load included some farm equipment with an elevated







piece.  Piece contacted overhead line, worker stepped off the 







tractor and was electrocuted.

Accidents - Critical:
October 4th
Industrial
Scarborough
Worker doing welding, his finger accidentally touched the 

74853





welding wire, received a shock.  Worker felt dizzy, was 







reported to have lost consciousness for a short time.

October 11th
Construction
Niagara Falls
Event description stated that a worker contacted a hydro line.

75735





No other details given.

October 25th
Industrial
Sarnia

Welder working inside boiler, cut off a plate.  Plate cut

75365





welding cable, worker received electrical shock as he lifted







plate off cable.  Lost consciousness.

October 25th
Industrial
Concord

Worker working on electrical disconnect.  Explosion occurred, 

75779





worker received burns to hands and possible eye injuries.

November 9th
Industrial
Etobicoke
Worker severely burned while doing electrical work.

76175





No details given of work being done.

November 23rd
Industrial
Bolton

Worker changing light bulb, received an electrical shock.  

76377





Fell off ladder, hit head and lost consciousness.

November 28th
Industrial
Toronto

Report stated that a worker and a customer received electrical

76672





burns from an electrical incident involving a 600 volt main







switch.  No details given as to work being done at the time.

December 5th
Industrial
Etobicoke
Workers working on refrigeration units.  Working at 600 volt

76703





breaker panel while it was still energized.  Explosion and fire, 







both workers received burns.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
October 4th
Construction
Mississauga
While drilling, struck a buried cable.  Driller helper suffered

74784





an electrical shock.

October 11th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker received electrical burns to face and hands while 

75102





doing repair work at a hydro substation.  No details given of







work being done.

October 13th
Industrial
Mississauga
Worker received shock while plugging equipment into a fuse

74959





box.  Event description stated that the fuse box was







de-energized at the time.

October 19th
Construction
Oakville

Worker made hydro contact while moving welding machine.

76250





No details given as to nature of contact or extent of injuries.

October 24th
Industrial
Windsor

Worker shocked when he touched live exposed wires. 

77015





Power had not been shut off.

November 10th
Industrial
Brampton
Worker contacted electrics at control box, received a shock.

76427





No other details given.

November 20th
Construction
Bridgenorth
Electrical meter shorted and exploded in worker’s face.  

77166





Burns to face and hands.

December 2nd
Industrial
Burlington
Worker turned ON light switch, received a shock.  Off work

77615





9 days suffering from an irregular heartbeat.

December 5th
Industrial
London

Worker received an electrical shock while operating a hoist.  

77519





No details given on source of electrical fault.

December 6th
Construction
Sudbury

Worker received an electrical flash while doing switching 

77813





operations.

December 6th
Industrial
Bowmanville
Worker contacted 600 volt cable.  Taken to hospital, released

78761





the next day.  No other details given.

December 9th
Construction
Toronto

Worker received electrical shock from 600 volt cable feeding

76986





a sump pump.

December 11th
Industrial
Picton

Sidewalk snow plow hit hydro pole, wires fell across plow.

77030





Worker received a minor shock.

December 21st
Construction
Lincoln

Electrical contact accident.  No details given as to work being 

78571





done or nature of injuries suffered.  Employer identified as an







electrical contractor.

December 21st
Industrial
Waterloo
Worker grabbed two disconnect wires attached to a 

79252





transformer.  Received shock and burns to both hands.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

October 17th
Construction
Vaughan

Dump truck contacted 4800 volt line.

75008

October 17th
Construction
Milton

Bulldozer hit buried hydro cable.

76537

October 18th
Construction
Port Colborne
Backhoe digging a trench, contacted 2400 volt line.

75544

October 20th
Construction
Hamilton
Worker dug up a 4.8kV line.  No locates had been done.

76322

October 25th
Construction
Brampton
Workers doing directional boring, struck a 16 kV primary

75348





line.

October 25th
Construction
Brampton
Contractor cut a 16 kV primary line while digging.  This was a

75498





different event from the one listed above.

October 28
Construction
Oakville

Worker installing cable service contacted residential power

76272&76275




supply.  No injuries.

October 30th
Construction
Guelph

Crane contacted hydro wires.

77473

November 2nd
Construction
Mississauga
Primary 8600 volt cable cut.  No other details given.

75658

November 2nd
Construction
Frogmore
Boom truck contacted 120 volt line while making deliveries.

76344

November 3rd
Construction
Mississauga
Power line contacted.  Locates had been done but a marker in

77291





in the area had been accidentally removed before the incident.

November 6th
Construction
Mississauga
Primary cable cut, no other details given.

75776

November 7th
Construction
Sarnia

Crane contacted overhead line.

80106

November 8th
Construction
Strathroy
Electrical contact, no other details given.

76720

November 8th
Construction
Toronto

Electrical contact over 600 volts.  No other details given.

77882

November 9th
Construction
Etobicoke
Contractor contacted live equipment, no located done before

76038





excavating.

November 13th
Construction
Delta

Backhoe contacted a buried 4.8 kV cable.

77133

November 13th
Construction
Hamilton
Workers repairing roof, wind caused ladder to fall over.

80516





Ladder fell against line side of transformer, blew fuse on







transformer.

November 16th
Construction
Nepean

Backhoe contacted a buried 4 kV cable.

77309

November 17th
Industrial
Waterloo
Dump truck hit overhead wires.

76521

November 22
Construction
Hamilton
Crane hit overhead wires while being dismantled.

76742

November 24th
Construction
Shelburne
Excavating for a sewer, broke a duct bank and hit a 2400 volt 

76404





primary cable.

November 30th
Mining

London

Crane contacted 8kV overhead line.

77451

December 1st
Construction
Waterloo
Workers digging under live cables, cables had not yet been

76721





isolated.  Contractor shut down before incident could occur.

December 4th
Construction
Brampton
Worker digging, cut hydro cable.

76704

December 7th
Mining

Sudbury

Worker cut into a live 6.9kV armoured cable.  Ground fault

78011





protection tripped breakers on system.

December 14th
Construction
London

Boom of backhoe hit the neutral of a 27 kV system.  Neutral 

77198





bounced up and contacted a phase wire.  Phase wire burnt, fell.

December 15th
Industrial
Brampton
Event described as electrical contact with no injuries.  No

77648





other details given.

December 15th
Construction
Dundas

Relocating wire, two poles contacted each other.  Power 

78648





knocked out.

December 19th
Mining

Sudbury

Worker cut into cable, no injuries.

77962

Reportable Incidents - Electrical Equipment:
October 3rd
Industrial
Scarborough
Fire occurred in an electrical vault when a maintenance worker

74608





caused an electrical contact.  No information given about any 







injuries to the worker.

DATA SUMMARY - Fourth Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
Year 2000
    2

      8

         15


      30

        1

Year 1999
    2

      7

         21


      30

        1

Year 1998
    1

      8

         15


      29

        2
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