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This fact sheet is intended to inform stakeholders on the general approach taken 
by Environment Canada towards making recommendations for renewing the 
Federal PCB regulatory framework. It is also intended to provide an update on 
certain key regulatory recommendations Environment Canada intends to make in 
revising the Chlorobiphenyls Regulations, the Storage of PCB Material 
Regulations, and the Federal Mobile PCB Treatment and Destruction 
Regulations. 
 

 
1. Background 

Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) are synthetic compounds that became popular 
for industrial uses because of their chemical stability. First synthesized in 1881, 
they were widely produced between 1927 and 1929, especially in the United 
States, but were never manufactured in Canada. 
From 1929 to the 1960s, there was little concern about the toxicity of PCBs. In 
1966, however, scientists looking for evidence of dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane 
(DDT) contamination discovered PCBs in the fatty tissue of birds in Sweden. Two 
years later, 22 people died and 1200 became ill in Yusho, Japan, after eating rice 
oil that had been contaminated with PCBs from faulty equipment in a food 
processing plant.  
By 1972, sufficient scientific evidence existed to suggest that the toxic, 
persistent, and bioaccumulative properties of PCBs represented a serious hazard 
to human health and the environment. In 1973, the Organization for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) instructed member countries to restrict 
PCBs to limited uses. 



In Canada, PCBs were first identified as toxic under the Environmental 
Contaminants Act (ECA) of 1976, and listed in the Schedule to the Act. They 
maintained this classification through their listing in Schedule 1 (List of Toxic 
Substances) to the Canadian Environmental Protection Act (CEPA 1988), and 
the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999 (CEPA 1999).  
Production of PCBs ceased in North America in 1977 when the only 
manufacturer, Monsanto, voluntarily stopped manufacturing PCBs which were 
newly subject to control under the U.S. Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) 
published that same year. Production was formally banned in the U.S. two years 
later. Production of PCBs continued, however, along with relatively unrestricted 
use in some countries with developing and transitional economies. 
Since 1977, Canada has taken steps to minimize exposure to and environmental 
releases of PCBs through regulations under the ECA, CEPA 1988, and 
CEPA 1999. These regulations prohibit the manufacture, sale, and import of 
PCBs, restrict their use to specified equipment that was manufactured and 
imported into Canada prior to 1977 and 1980, and specify requirements in 
relation to the storage of PCBs, and the federal destruction of PCB wastes. 
However, these measures do not include an obligation to end the use of PCBs 
that are currently in use, or to destroy those in storage. As such, releases from 
these sources continue. 
Since the 1990s, Canada has become Party to several international agreements  
on the proper management of PCBs and on their end-of-use and destruction 
within specified time deadlines. Some of the agreements include the United 
Nations Environment Programme’s 2001 Stockholm Convention on Persistent 
Organic Pollutants, and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe’s 
Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) to the Convention on Long 
Range Transboundary Air Pollution (LRTAP).  
Despite federal controls and voluntary industry efforts, PCBs in use and in 
storage in Canada remain an ongoing source of releases. If the status quo 
continues, it is estimated that 3 300 kilograms of PCBs will be released into the 
environment between now and 2035. 
 
2. Considerations for Further Action 

There has been recognition internationally that further actions were required to 
reduce global releases of PCBs into the environment. Canada has actively 
promoted such actions, as it—and the Canadian Arctic in particular—receives 
significant quantities of PCBs and other airborne pollutants from sources well 
beyond its borders. 
 
These concerns have resulted in new international agreements establishing 
commitments on end-of-use, conditions for continued use, destruction dates, 
tracking and reporting, and other aspects of PCB management, including the 



adoption of guidance on destruction and other forms of environmentally sound 
management of PCB wastes.  
 
Environment Canada believes that PCB controls must be updated to reflect these 
and other developments, and to assist Canada in continuing to meet its 
obligations.  
 
Consequently, Environment Canada is in the process of developing 
recommendations for updating the PCB regulatory framework under CEPA 1999, 
considering new developments based on updated technologies and Canada’s 
national and international commitments to PCB management. 
 
Overall, Environment Canada believes that the proposed PCB regulatory 
framework will streamline existing regulations and will establish clear policy 
objectives to be achieved in a set period of time. The proposed regulatory 
framework will therefore be more efficient and predictable. 
 
3. Consultations 

Multiple rounds of public consultations and one-on-one meetings with individual 
stakeholder groups have already taken place in 2000, 2003 and 2004 to discuss 
potential revisions to both the Chlorobiphenyls Regulations and the Storage of 
PCB Material Regulations.  
Measures under consideration by Environment Canada towards making 
recommendations for revisions to the Federal Mobile PCB Treatment and 
Destruction Regulations were presented in public consultations in 2000. 
Environment Canada is planning for further public consultations on these 
proposed revisions. 

 

4. Next Steps 

Revisions to the Chlorobiphenyls Regulations and the Storage of PCB Material 
Regulations. 

Environment Canada intends to recommend that revised requirements on the 
use and storage of PCBs be consolidated into one new proposed PCB 
regulation. While incorporating most of the existing requirements of the 
Chlorobiphenyls Regulations and the Storage of PCB Material Regulations, the 
proposed changes would include specific deadlines for ending the use of PCBs 
and destroying PCBs in storage. The proposed revisions would also introduce 
new labeling requirements and provisions for reporting the destruction of PCBs in 
storage and reporting the destruction of the remaining PCBs in use. 
 



These proposed requirements would enable Canada to meet its international 
commitments on the end-of-use and destruction of PCBs.   
 
The new requirements that Environment Canada intends to recommend include 
the following: 
 
a. End of use of PCB equipment containing: 
 

• 500 mg/kg or more of PCBs, by December 31, 2009 
• 50 mg/kg or more to less than 500 mg/kg of PCBs, by December 31, 2014 
• 50 mg/kg or more of PCBs as specified in the regulations, by December 

31, 2025, based on practical considerations 
(light ballasts, pole top transformers, specified equipment in electricity 
generation, transmission and distribution facilities) 

• 50 mg/kg or more of PCBs located in sensitive areas,  by December 31, 
2009 
(drinking water treatment plants, food and feed processing sites and 
schools at or below the secondary level, hospitals, and senior and child 
care facilities, including the land on which they are located within 100m of 
these facilities) 
 

b. Destruction of PCB material containing: 
 

• 50 mg/kg or more of PCBs currently in storage, by December 31, 2009 
• 50 mg/kg or more of PCBs that will be stored after the new regulation is in 

place, no later than one year after the waste is put into storage at the 
owner’s site, the transfer’s site and the destruction’s site respectively 

• 50 mg/kg or more of PCBs, except light ballasts, located in sensitive 
areas, no later than one year after the new regulations is in place  

 
The next opportunity for public input would be during the 60-day comment period 
following the publication of the proposed regulations in the Canada Gazette, Part 
l which Environment Canada anticipates to occur by the end of 2005. However, 
proposed regulations would be posted on the CEPA Registry and PCB web sites 
of Environment Canada as soon as possible before its publication in the Canada 
Gazette, Part l in order to provide additional time to stakeholders to review the 
proposed regulations. 

Revisions to the Federal Mobile PCB Treatment and Destruction Regulations  

These revisions under consideration by Environment Canada are technical in 
nature. Updated and more stringent emission limits would be set for fixed and 
mobile PCB treatment and destruction systems operated on federal land or under 
contract with federal institutions in order to further mitigate the risks posed by 
PCB wastes. 
 



For any other questions on this matter, please contact the Transboundary 
Movement Branch at (819) 953-1670 or by email at adminpcb@ec.gc.ca. 
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Director  
Transboundary Movement Branch  


