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Subject No.  3242  Chair:  T. Olechna  Date:  April 6, 2005 
 
Title:  Location of Service Boxes, Rule 6-206(i)(c) 
 
Submitted by:  Mike Anderson of The City of Winnipeg on March 3,  2005. 
 
Proposal: Amend Paragraphs (c) and (d), and delete Paragraph (e) of Subrule 6-206(1))  
 
Amend the Paragraphs (c) and (d), and delete Paragraph (e) as follows: 
 
 6-206   Consumer's Service Equipment Location:    
 (1) Service boxes or other consumer’s service equipment shall be: 
. 
. 
 (c) Placed within the building being served 

(i) Not located in coal bins, clothes closets, bathrooms, stairways, rooms in which 
the temperature normally  exceeds 30°C, dangerous or hazardous locations, 
locations where the headroom clearance is less than 2m, nor in any similar 
undesirable locations; and 

(ii) As close as practicable to the point where the consumer’s service conductors 
enter the building; 

 (d) Placed within the building being served, unless environmental conditions within the structure 
are unsuitable, in which case, where and there is a deviation allowed in accordance with Rule 2-
030, the service boxes or other consumer's service equipment shall be Notwithstanding paragraph 
(c),  permitted to be placed on the outside of the building or on a pole and shall be: 
  

(i) Protected from the weather, or be weatherproof; and  
(ii) Protected from mechanical injury if less than 2m above ground. 
 

(e) deleted, included in revised paragraph (c) 
 
Reasons for Request:  It has become more of a common practice to locate service boxes outside 
the building and in some cases it is promoted.  The existing clause(c) only allows the location of  
the service box to outside the building if there are unsuitable environmental conditions, the intent 
of this clause is not being followed.  There doesn’t appear to be a safety concern to continue to 
allow the practice of locating the service boxes outside the building so the rule needs to be 
changed accordingly. 
 
Chair’s Comments:  Please indicate whether you agree, disagree and comments. 



 
 
Subcommittee recommendation: to accept the proposal with the addition of locking 
requirements. 
 
6-206   Consumer's Service Equipment Location:    
 (1) Service boxes or other consumer’s service equipment shall be: 
. 
. 
 (c) Placed within the building being served 

(i) Not located in coal bins, clothes closets, bathrooms, stairways, rooms in which 
the temperature normally  exceeds 30°C, dangerous or hazardous locations, 
locations where the headroom clearance is less than 2m, nor in any similar 
undesirable locations; and 

(ii) As close as practicable to the point where the consumer’s service conductors 
enter the building; and  

 
 (d) Placed within the building being served, unless environmental conditions within the structure 
are unsuitable, in which case, where and there is a deviation allowed in accordance with Rule 2-
030, the service boxes or other consumer's service equipment shall be Notwithstanding paragraph 
(c),  shall be permitted to be placed on the outside of the building or on a pole and shall be: 
  

(i) Protected from the weather, or be weatherproof; and  
(ii) Protected from mechanical injury if less than 2m above ground; and 
(iii) lockable or inside a locked enclosure. 
 

(e) As close as practicable to the point where the consumer's service conductors enter the 
building.  
 
 
Responses  by subcommittee members was to accept the proposal, with one negative. This is 
deemed as a a good majority, The negative comment  addresses some concerns about distribution 
equipment which is not covered by Section 6 
 
Agree with the proposal    3 
Agree with the proposal with comments 3 
Disagree for the reasons stated  1 
 
Comments received 

• I believe the proposal has a great deal of merit and clears the need to grant special 
permission to locate the service box outdoors. Many USA jurisdictions will only accept a 
service box located outdoors. (Arizona) My support is subject to the addition of, "(iii) 
provision for locking the enclosure." to prevent unauthorized operation of the 
overcurrent devices when outdoors. 

 
• Notwithstanding paragraph (c), permitted to be placed on the outside of a building or on 

a pole or structure and shall be: 
Include 'lockable or inside a locked enclosure' 

 
• agree with the proposal and suggest the following additions: add "and" after served in 

1(c); add "shall be" before the word permitted in 1(d). 



 
Negative comment received 

• -In the Quebec Code, we had to reinsert the words "where there is a deviation allowed in 
accordance with Rule 2-030" because over the years not only the service box was being 
installed outside of the building but also the distribution equipment.  
-With such a Rule, the designers tend to use the maximum space for renting and not 
allowing any space for the electrical equipment. 
-The Rule should stay as is. I would not like having my service box installed outdoors and 
have to shovel snow to get to it, and even less my distribution equipment. 

 
The comments about the distribution equipment location is covered in Rule 26-402. and it is not 
to be confused with the service box which is included in  the consumer service portion of the 
installation. Service equipment as well as service boxes are defined terms and  Rule 6-206 will 
clarify this.    
 
 
Service, consumer's means all that portion of the consumer's installation from the service box or 
its equivalent up to and including the point at which the supply authority makes connection; 
 
Service box means an approved assembly consisting of a metal box or cabinet constructed so that 
it may be effectually locked or sealed, containing either service fuses and a service switch or a 
circuit breaker, and of such design that either the switch or circuit breaker may be manually 
operated when the box is closed; 


