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Proposal:  Delete current Rule 56-212 and substitute.   
Add new Appendix B Note to Rule 56-212(2). 
 
56-212 Raceways 
 
(1) Raceways required by Section 12 for the protection of optical fibre cables shall be 

installed in accordance with that Section. 
(2) Totally enclosed nonmetallic raceways for optical fibre cables, which are not required by 

Section 12, shall conform to Rule 2-128 (See Appendix B). 
 
Appendix B 
 
56-212(2)  The Canadian Electrical Code, Part I permits certain optical fibre cables to be 
installed in buildings without the need for raceways for mechanical protection of the conductors.  
In those cases, raceways installed to better organize cables in a plenum, for example, should meet 
the requirements of Rule 2-128 with respect to flame spread. 
 
Reasons for Request:   
 
There is currently confusion about the requirements that must be met for raceways which are not 
required by Section 12 for the protection of cables, but are installed as part of a cable 
management system.  Cable management systems are becoming prevalent in plenums as building 
owners and operators seek to organize data and communications circuits and to remove cables no 
longer in use.  This proposed rule change provides guidance that non-required raceways must still 
meet the flame spread requirements in Rule 2-128 which in turn references the National Building 
Code of Canada (NBCC).  The new rules under the NBCC are shown in the Supporting 
Information and will be confirmed by the CCBFC in April 2004.  Requirements for non-required 
raceways for optical fibre cables are found in CSA C22.2 No. 262 (see Supporting Information), a 
new document currently under development by CSA; ULC ORD C2024 (see Supporting 
Information); and UL 2024 (See Supporting Information).  All of these documents are similar.  
The UL 2024 document is currently used as the basis for listing such "nonmetallic optical fibre 



raceways" in Section 770.6 of the National Electrical Code (see Supporting Information).  In 
Canada, these raceways are currently listed to ULC ORD C2024. 
 
Supporting  Information:   
(1) Copy of proposed change to NBCC 
(2) Copy of scope of CSA C22.2 No. 262 
(3) Copy of scope of ULC ORD C2024 
(4) Copy of scope of UL 2024 
(5) Copy of NEC Section 770.6 (2002 Edition) 
 
Chair’s Comments: 
I question the need for this amendment.  Rule 2-128 already stipulates the need for flame spread 
requirement for totally enclosed nonmetallic raceways, whether the raceway is used to meet  the 
requirement of S/C 12, or for other purpose such as cable management. 
 
Subcommittee Deliberation:  There's consensus reached, all four subcommittee members 
support the Chair's view that Rule 2-128 and Rule 56-212 have sufficiently dealt with the subject, 
and disagree with the proposal. 
 
Subcommittee Recommendation:    Close the subject. 


