
 
 
 

Canadian Standards Association 
Mississauga, Ontario 

To the Part I Committee 
 
 
Subject No.  2989  Chair:  T. Olechna  Date:  March 25, 2004 
 
Title:  GFCIs in Patient Care Areas, Rule 24-106(3) & (4) 
 
Please note that there are two proposals with similar intended outcomes 
 
First proposal 
 
Submitted by: Daniel Roberts of Schneider Electric, 6675 Rexwood Road, Mississauga, 
Ontario, L4V 1V1 Tel: (905) 678-3004, Fax: (905) 678-9814 on November 17,  2000. 
 
Proposal: Revise Rule 24-106(4) to read as follows: 
 
 24-106 Receptacles in Basic Care Areas.  Receptacles which are located within 
1.5 m of a washbasin in a patient care area shall be protected by a ground fault circuit 
interrupter of the Class A type. 
 
Reasons for Request:   Clarify “adjacent”. 
 
 
Supporting Information: Clause 26-700(13) - ‘receptacles located in residential 
bathrooms and washrooms and installed within 3 meters of washbasins’ would be too 
restrictive in many patient care bedrooms, particularly in older hospitals that upgrade the 
electrical installations but are limited as to room size. 
 
Z32-99 Clause 2.1 patient care environment: 1.5 meter “reach” distance from the patient 
supporting mechanism defines the patient care environment.  This would seem a 
reasonable definition of “adjacent” in a controlled environment like a patient care 
bedroom. 
 
Second proposal 
 
Submitted by: Gilbert Montminy ing., Direction de la Normalisation, Régie du Bâtiment 
du Québec,800, Place d'Youville, 15e étage, Québec,QC, G1R-5S3, Tél:(418)643-1913, 
Fax: (418)646-9280 
 



Proposal (Specifically Worded):  
 

Amend SubRules 24-106(3) and (4) as follows : 
 
24-106  Receptacles in Basic Care Areas (see Appendix B) 

 ° 
  ° 
  ° 

(3) Receptacles located in bathrooms or washrooms within a patient care 
area shall be :  

a) Located adjacent to within 1 m of the wash basin ; and 
b) Located outside of any bathtub enclosure or shower stall ; and . 
c) Protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class A 

type. 

(4) Receptacles which are located adjacent to within 1.5 m of a washbasin  
in a patient care area shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter 
of the Class A type. 

 
 
Reasons for Request:  
To clarify the interpretation and be more prescriptive. The actual phrase says : «adjacent 
to». This is too subjective and can not be enforced objectively. In other cases in the Code, 
the 1-metre distance is a realistic value to emphasize the word  «adjacent to». 
 
Also, Subrule (3) (c) is redundant with Subrule (4). Rather than leaving the confusion we 
can, at the same time, clean this Rule. Actually, Subrule (3) (c) ask for GFCI protection 
in  washrooms or bathrooms within a patient care area but Subrule (4) require it 
anywhere near a washbasin in patient care area. 
 
One editorial change is also made: 
- Washbasin in one word in (3) (a)  (Consistency with the same word in Subrule (4)). 
 
Supporting Information: 
See note in Appendix B for Rule 30-326 (3). This interpretation gives also the 
signification that 1 m or less can be defined as being located within reach. As well, 
Subject 3016 (Rule 26-702 (13)) was carried at the last Part 1 ballot and is similar to this 
one (to be consistent with the modification made). 
 
Chair's Comments (first round):  In both proposals the basic intent is the same. I 
disagree with deleting 3(c), as this would eliminate the requirement of GFCI receptacles 
in bathrooms and washrooms, and only require them if adjacent to washbasin. The intent 
of this Subrule is to have all receptacles in bathrooms and washrooms GFCI protected, to 
be within 1 m of washbasin and not to be installed in bathtub enclosure or shower stall.  
 



In Subrule 4 the 1.5 m distance should be considered, as it would not be onerous on new 
and existing installations and clear up the term adjacent 
 
A point of clarification in the first proposal is that the general rules on receptacles should 
be  26-700(11)  as per the 2002 CEC, and it is not only for residential installations 
 
Receptacles 
26-700 General (see Appendix B) 
 
(11)Receptacles located in bathrooms or washrooms and installed within 3 m of 
washbasins,bathtubs,or shower stalls shall be protected by a ground fault circuit 
interrupter of the Class A type. 
 
  I recommend that the following should be considered as the proposal 

 
24-106  Receptacles in Basic Care Areas (see Appendix B) 
  ° 

(3) Receptacles located in bathrooms or washrooms within a patient care 
area shall be :  

a) Located adjacent to within 1 m of the washbasin ; and 
b) Located outside of any bathtub enclosure or shower stall ; 

and . 
c) Protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class 
A type. 

(4) Receptacles which are located adjacent to within 1.5 m of a washbasin  
in a patient care area shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter 
of the Class A type. 

 
 
Chair’s comments  (second round)  
 
Three respondents had the following comments: 
 
I support Chair's comments in respect to the wording of Rule 24-106(3) as this wording 
will clarify the intent of the required location of receptacles in bathrooms and it will be 
consistent with Rule 26-710(f). 
I do not support the proposed wording (in the original submission and in Chair's 
comment) of Rule 24-106(4). 
I think that this wording should be consistent with general provisions for a GFCI 
protection of receptacles near washbasins as mandated by Rule 26-700(11).  
The wording of 24-106(4) should read as follows: "24-106(4) Receptacles that are 
located in a patient care area and are installed within 3 m of washbasins shall be 
protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class A Type". 
 
 
 



One respondent had the following comment: 
 
I agree with the Chair's proposal and comments. 
1.5 meters is adequate for a controlled environment such as a patient care area. 
Imposing a 3 meter rule in patient care areas will be too restrictive for design purposes. 
 
One respondent had the following comment  
I support the latest version of the proposal, as shown in the attachment with a few 
modifications indicated in red {word "located" in Subrule (3) was replaced by word 
"installed" in order to avoid redundancy and distance "1.5 m" in Subrule (4) was replaced 
with distance "3 m" in order to achieve consistency for all receptacles installed in the 
vicinity of washbasins - similarly to Subrule 26-700(11)}. 
 
 
I am recommending the following as the words for the two subrules 
 
24-106  Receptacles in Basic Care Areas (see Appendix B) 
   

(3 4) Receptacles which are installed located within 1.5 m of a washbasin  in a 
patient care area shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the 
Class A type.  

(4 3) Receptacles installed located in bathrooms or washrooms within a patient 
care area shall be located outside of any bathtub enclosure or shower stall  

Appendix B note 24-106(3)  
Subrule 26-700(11) requires that receptacles not in patient care areas and located 
in bathrooms or washrooms and installed within 3 m of washbasins, bathtubs, or 
shower stalls shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class A 
type  

 
I discussed  this with the submitters as well as a number of consultants that deal with 
hospitals as well as health care facilities. Both submitters are in support of the above 
recommendation. The intent is to have the Patient care area  in (3) as the general 
requirements with 1.5 meter and GFCI and the bathroom/washroom as the subset in (4). 
This will make the subrules easy to follow and understand. In keeping one distance 
requirement to address the Adjacent issue will keep it simple 
 
In consideration of the comments made in the first round the following are my comments: 
 
 
One respondent agreed that the chair’s proposal for subrule 24-106(3)  is acceptable. In 
order to consider the proposal with a minor change from located to installed. I do not 
think that it changes the intent of the rule so this is a good first attempt to use this term as 
it relates to GFCIs.  Rule 26-700((11) still use the word located, but section 24 could lead 
the way. 
 



Three of the respondents stated that the 3 m rule as identified is 26-700(11) should not be 
altered, therefore since 26-700(11) is a general rule there is no need to mention this 
requirement again.  Even though the three respondents had good intent, the reliance on 
26-700(11) does not address the issue. Rule 26-700(11) states that “Receptacles located 
in bathrooms or washrooms and installed within 3 m of washbasins, bathtubs, or shower 
stalls shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class A type.”  This 
general rule is for bathroom and washrooms receptacles only, and 24-106(4) deals with 
patient care areas which could be the patient room or other areas as designated.  In 
addition by referring to 3 meters this would in most patient care areas force the 
installation of GFCIs in the control; rack behind the bed as in many situations washbasin 
in the room would be within 3 m. The rooms due to size restrictions are small. 

 

In the first proposal it was identified that Z32 defines the measurements of a patient care 
environment, and the argument was “Z32-99 Clause 2.1 patient care environment: 1.5 
meter “reach” distance from the patient supporting mechanism defines the patient care 
environment.  This would seem a reasonable definition of “adjacent” in a controlled 
environment like a patient care bedroom.”  This argument has relevance as it relates to 
patient care areas and not bathrooms and washrooms 

 
Keeping the above discussion please take a look at the Chair’s proposal, keeping in mind 
that the initial negatives will not be considered as it does not completely address the 
issue, and the 3 m distance is not realistic. 
 
Subcommittee Deliberations:  
Eleven members agreed, of these two had comments.  There was one negative 
for the submission. 
 
One member had a comment about deleting the requirements of Subrule 4 as 
the deliberations with Subject 2960  will cover those requirements.  The general 
rule of GFCI protection near washbasins  etc which is being balloted. I believe 
the Section 26 rule will cover the requirements adequately. 
 
Comment taken into consideration with no change to intent. 
 
One member had a comment that the Appendix B Note is not needed. In 
discussion with the submitter and the fact that 10 members agreed with 
accepting the Appendix B Note. The Appendix B Note to Subrule 4-106(3) should 
be rewritten as  Subject 2960 will be different in the future. 

Appendix B note 24-106(3)  
Subrule 26-700(xx) requires that receptacles installed within 1.5 m of 
washbasins, bathtubs, or shower stalls shall be protected by a ground 
fault circuit interrupter of the Class A type as per subject (Subject 2960)) 
 

The Appendix B Note will give specific direction that a GFCI is required even if it 
is not spelled out in Section 24. 



 
As far as the negative, I believe that the word adjacent as is drafted currently will 
clarify the intent and make the process easier. 
 
Negative comment as submitted 

1) The submitter made a simple proposal to clarify the intent of wording "adjacent".  
The submitter also stated clause 2.1 of Z32 - to reference the patient care environment as a 1.5 
m reach distance from the patient supporting mechanism, to compare this distance with the used 
word "adjacent". 

Therefore it is logical to simply amend Rule 24-106(3)(a) to read: "(a) located within 1.5 m of 
the wash basin; and".  
The requirement to provide a GFCI protection is already spelled out in the existing Subrule (3)(c)..  

Chair’ s comment. I believe this was addressed 

2) Newly proposed Rule that is renumbered as Subrule (4) is unnecessary as this requirement is 
already exists in the present Subrule (3)(b). Furthermore, the proposed wording of this Subrule 
"within a patient care area" could be confusing as the existing Rule covers installation of 
receptacles in Basic Care Areas  

Chair’ s comment.  The need for locating receptacles outside of tubs and 
showers are addressed un proposal 

3) Present subrule (3) should be deleted as it creates lots of confusion, by mixing up patient care 
areas with basic care areas under a single title of "Basic Care Area". Besides, this requirement is 
redundant. .  

Chair’ s comment. Point The deletion of the patient care area is Ok as basic 
care area is in a patient care area as per definition 
 
Subcommittee Recommendation: 
Proposal should be revised to read 
 
Amend the current Rule 24-106 (3)  and delete 24-106 (4)  and add Appendix B Note 
 

24-106  Receptacles in Basic Care Areas (see Appendix B) 
  ° 

(3) Receptacles located in bathrooms or washrooms within a patient care area 
shall be :  

a) Located within 1.5 m of adjacent to the washbasin ; and 
b) Located outside of any bathtub enclosure or shower stall ; and . 
c) Protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class A 
type. 

(4) Receptacles which are located adjacent to a washbasin  in a patient care area 
shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class A type. 

 



Appendix B Note 24-106(3)  
Subrule 26-700(xx) requires that receptacles installed within 1.5 m of washbasins, bathtubs, or 
shower stalls shall be protected by a ground fault circuit interrupter of the Class A type as per 
subject (Subject 2960)) 
 

• In short this would require a receptacle within 1.5 m of the washbasin in a basic care 
area. This clears up the adjacency requirement , and 

• The GFCI requirement is derived from subject 2960 Subrule26-710(12)  
• The receptacles are to be located outside the bathtub and shower stall ( no change)   

 
The new subrule will be specific and clearer. 
 


