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Title:  Communication Equipment Near Pools, Rules 60-400(3) and 68-070 
 
Submitted by:   Section 60 Subcommittee 
 
Proposal:    Revise Rule 68-070 to read as follows: 
 
68-070 Other Electrical Equipment 
 

(1) Loudspeakers installed beneath the pool surface: 
 

(a) same 
(b) same 

 
(2)  Communication equipment shall not be located within 3 m of the inside walls of a 

pool except where the equipment is suitably separated from the pool area by a fence, wall or other 
permanent barrier. 
 

(3)  Communication equipment that does not meet installation requirements of Subrule 
(2) shall be permanently fixed on a wall and located so that no part may be reached or used from 
the pool, except it shall be permitted to be actuated by means of a cord with an insulating link. 
 
Reasons for Request:  To control the location of communication equipment near pools. 
 
The original proposal was to revise Rule 60-400 to include areas adjacent to pools.  The final 
recommendation was as follows: 
 

During the Subcommittee deliberation, it was suggested that Section 68 should be revised as 
well.  The two proposals were balloted by Part I Committee and it was decided to put 
another subject for Section 68 and make the two subjects contingent upon each other. 

 
Chair's Comments:  
The original thought was to wait until Subject 2800 was concluded prior to sending this subject 
out for comment. Given the unsuccessful attempts to resolve Subject 2800, I recommend we 
move forward with this subject. 
 
I agree with the proposal as submitted. 
 



Subcommittee Deliberation: Seven members plus submitter responded, four agreed, two agreed 
with comments and one disagreed with comments 
 

1. Does the definition of communication equipment cover remote or poolside controls? 
There are many new control systems that should be covered somewhere by the CEC to 
their location and installation. 

 
2. In Rule 68-070 (3) insert a period (.) after "pool" and delete the remainder of the sentence 

"except it shall be permitted to be actuated by means of a cord with an insulating link". 
Other codes and legislation require in some jurisdictions the installation of an emergency 
telephone in the swimming pool area. The telephone is very often mounted on the wall 
adjacent to the swimming deck. The telephone is a piece of communication equipment 
that is not actuated by a cord with an insulating link. Public address speakers, which are 
communication equipment, are sometimes mounted on pool walls; these speakers are not 
actuated by a cord. 

 
3. I am concerned the original proposal does not address communication equipment of a 

portable nature such as cell phones, remote handsets, remote microphones and other 
similar equipment. I see no reason for limiting the use of a device not conductively 
connected. This proposal change in wording intends to recognize cord actuated 
equipment provided the distance from the pool requirement is also met. I propose the 
following to meet my concerns: (2) Communication equipment and conductively 
connected parts of communication equipment, or communication jacks shall not be 
located within 3 m of the inside walls of a pool unless suitably separated from the pool 
area by a fence, wall or other permanent barrier. (3) Communication equipment installed 
in accordance with Subrule (2) may be actuated by a cord with an insulating link. 

 
Chair's Comments:  In the first round the main concern raised was regarding remote type 
communication devices. 
 
Chair's Proposal (Second Round): Revise Rule 68-070 as follows: 
 
68-070 Other Electrical Equipment 
 

(1) Loudspeakers installed beneath the pool surface: 
 

(a) same 
(b) same 

 
(2) Communication equipment and conductively connected parts of communication 

equipment, or communication jacks shall: 
(a) not be located within 3 m of the inside walls of a pool unless suitably separated 

from the pool area by a fence, wall or other permanent barrier; and 
(b) where installed within 3 m of the inside walls of a pool be permanently fixed on 

a wall and located so that no part may be reached or used from the pool, unless 
actuated by means of a cord with an insulating link. 

 
Subcommittee Deliberation (Round Two): Seven members plus submitter responded, four 
agreed, two agreed with comments and one disagreed with comments 
 



(1) I do not agree with the second round proposal. This will rather bring 
confusion. Actually, in this proposal, paragraph (a) talks about 3 m 
distance and the relaxation “barriers” and on the other side, paragraph (b) 
says that “when installed within 3m” it must be installed on a wall. This 
confusion looks like the second part of paragraph (a) is redundant with a 
part of paragraph (b). To resolve the situation and take care of all the 
other comments, may I suggest to amend Rule 68-0709 in a manner that 
could look like:  

 
68-070 Other Electrical Equipment 
(1) No change 
(2) Communication system equipment shall not be located within 3 m 
of the inside walls of a pool, unless; 

(a) Suitably separated from the pool area by a fence, wall or 
other permanent barrier; or 
(b) Fixed on a wall and located so that no part may be reached or 
used from the pool, unless actuated by means of a cord or any 
appropriate insulating link. 

 
This will resolve the concerns raised. By using the phrase 
“communication system equipment” the paragraph will refer to equipment 
used under Section 60 of the Code (see definition of “communication 
system” in Section 0). Then, we do not have to specify for 
“communication jacks” or any other thing. Moreover, the redundancy 
mentioned in the second round proposal has been eliminated and the 
requirements are clear and in agreement with Appendix C. 

 
(2) 68-070 (3) states in part "... may be reached or used...”. A picky point, but 

if a person responds to an intercom, or looks at a video screen, etc., they 
are "using" the equipment, are they not? Since the intent is to prevent 
contact with a potential for shock hazard, perhaps the word "using" is not 
required.   

 
Chair's Comments:  In the second round the one committee member who disagreed offered a 
proposal to clear up possible confusion. The second comment  the concern regarding a video 
screen is dealt with in the definition of communication system equipment as a television 
equipment is excluded.  
 
Chair's Proposal (Third Round): Revise Rule 68-070 as follows: 
 
68-070 Other Electrical Equipment 
 

(1) Loudspeakers installed beneath the pool surface: 
 

(a) same 
(b) same 

 
(2) Communication system equipment and conductively connected parts of communication 
equipment, or communication jacks shall not be located within 3 m of the inside walls of a 
pool, unless; 

(a) Suitably separated from the pool area by a fence, wall or other permanent barrier; or 



(b) Fixed on a wall and located so that no part may be reached or used from the pool, 
unless actuated by means of a cord or any appropriate insulating link. 

 
Subcommittee Deliberation Third Round: Seven of the seven Subcommittee members 
responded, all agreed, one with comments: 
 

1) In (2) (a) insert the word insulated before the word "cord". Cord could mean an electrical 
cord with a push button or other switch at the end. 

 
Subcommittee Recommendation: Revise Rule 68-070 as follows: 
 
68-070 Other Electrical Equipment 
 

(1) Loudspeakers installed beneath the pool surface: 
 

(a) same 
(b) same 

 
(2) Communication system equipment and conductively connected parts of communication 
equipment, or communication jacks shall not be located within 3 m of the inside walls of a 
pool, unless; 

(a) Suitably separated from the pool area by a fence, wall or other permanent barrier; or 
(b) Fixed on a wall and located so that no part may be reached or used from the pool, 
unless actuated by means of an insulated cord or any appropriate insulating link. 

 


