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Introduction 
The Electrical Safety Authority (ESA) and the Ministry of Consumer and Business Services 
are consulting on the development of a regulation to implement a new provincial licensing 
system for electrical contractors and master electricians.   

The Ministry of Consumer and Business Services Statute Law Amendment Act, 2004 (Bill 70) 
received Royal Assent on November 30, 2004.  Bill 70 amends Part VIII of the Electricity Act, 
1998 to establish a statutory framework for province-wide licensing of electrical contractors, 
master electricians and electricians in the compulsory electrical trades, to be administered by 
the ESA.  Details of the licensing system will be established in regulations to be developed in 
consultation with key stakeholders over the next several months. 

Regulations will be developed in two phases, with the current regulation focussing on the 
system to license electrical contractors and master electricians.  The system for electricians 
in the compulsory electrical trades will be developed in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Training, Colleges and Universities once the electrical contractor and master electrician 
licensing system is fully implemented (expected to take approximately 18 to 24 months).  

The new electrical contractor and master electrician licensing system will replace current 
municipal business licensing of electrical contractors.  An amendment to the Minister’s 
regulation under the Municipal Act, 2001 would exempt electrical contractors, master 
electricians and electricians from municipal registration and licensing.   

The purpose of this paper is to outline the key elements of the electrical contractor and 
master electrician licensing system that would be established in the regulation and to identify 
areas where specific feedback is requested.   

Rationale 
Presently, there is no uniform provincial system to license electrical contractors or master 
electricians. There are a number of municipalities which license electrical contractors and/or 
master electricians based on varied local business licensing by-law standards.   

Currently, twelve municipalities license electrical contractors on the basis of the contractor 
being, or employing, a master electrician.  These twelve municipalities (Barrie, Brantford, 
Cambridge, Guelph, Hamilton, Kingston, Kitchener, London, Ottawa, Thunder Bay, Toronto 
and Windsor) recognize each others’ licences through their participation in the Electrical 
Contractors Registration Agency (ECRA) reciprocal recognition program.  ECRA is the 
registration body for master electricians and electrical contractors and is responsible for 
administering a pre-master’s course and the associated examinations of master electricians.  

Other municipalities license electrical contractors and possibly master electricians to their 
own unique standards while some municipalities have no local business licensing 
requirements. 
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This can cause duplication and added costs for industry and confusion for consumers.  
Potential gaps in public safety and consumer protection may arise because work may be 
performed to different standards across the province.  In addition, the patchwork of municipal 
electrical contractor/master electrician licensing systems means that there is no consistent 
oversight of electrical safety, education and training of those in the electrical contracting 
industry. 

Since 2001, the ESA and the electrical contracting sector have been working together to 
develop a provincial licensing framework proposal to address these concerns. 

The 2003 Provincial Auditor’s Report noted electrical safety concerns and recommended that 
the Ministry and the ESA work with stakeholders to develop consistent provincial standards 
for ongoing licensing and training of electricians to improve public safety. 

A new provincial licensing framework to respond to these concerns was established through 
the passage of Bill 70.  

Among its many benefits, the new system will streamline and integrate electrical contractor 
and master electrician licensing with other regulatory processes such as inspections and 
compliance activities related to Ontario’s Electrical Safety Code.  It will improve public safety 
and eliminate duplication by creating a consistent and recognizable framework of licensing 
and enforcement across Ontario.  Finally, it would remove the burden on electrical 
contractors to obtain multiple municipal business licences to work in different areas of the 
province and address elements of the underground economy in the electrical contracting 
sector.   

Background on ESA 
The ESA is a private, not-for-profit corporation delegated under the Safety and Consumer 
Statutes Administration Act, 1996 to administer and enforce Part VIII of the Electricity Act, 
1998 including Ontario’s Electrical Safety Code and the Electrical Safety Distribution 
regulation. 

ESA’s core mandate is to protect the people of Ontario from electrical hazards by 
undertaking activities that encourage and harmonize electrical safety standards and 
compliance practices; encouraging industry to enhance electrical safety; informing, educating 
and working with industry, government and the public; and undertaking activities that 
enhance Ontario’s economy.  ESA also provides related training and education on Ontario’s 
Electrical Safety Code. 

Discussion of Policy Intent 
This paper outlines the policy approach and key issues regarding the development of a 
regulation to implement the licensing of electrical contractors and master electricians.  
Feedback from stakeholders will assist ESA and the Ministry of Consumer and Business 
Services develop the regulation.  These are proposed directions only and are subject to the 
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approval of government.  Stakeholders should be aware that directions might change based 
on the feedback received. 

The accompanying Questions and Answers (Q&A) fact sheet provides further information on 
the licensing scheme, and technical and administrative issues related to implementation of 
the licensing program. 

Comments on the paper are sought from consumers, individuals, businesses and industry 
associations by Thursday April 28th, 2005.  These may be provided to the Electrical Safety 
Authority by:  

Fax: 905-507-4572 

Email: lucy.impera@electricalsafety.on.ca

Telephone: 905-712-5682 

Mail: Electrical Safety Authority, 155A Matheson Blvd. West, Suite 200, 
Mississauga, ON  L5R 3L5 for the attention of Lucy Impera 

 

This is a public review 
All materials or comments received from organizations may be used and disclosed by ESA or 
the Ministry to assist in evaluating and revising the proposed draft regulations.  This may 
involve disclosing materials, comments or summaries of them, to other interested parties 
during and after the public comment period.   

An individual who provides materials or comments and who indicates an affiliation with an 
organization will be considered to have submitted those comments or materials on behalf of 
the organization so identified.  

Materials or comments received from individuals who do not indicate an affiliation with an 
organization may be used and disclosed to assist ESA or the Ministry in evaluating and 
revising the proposed draft regulation.  However, the Ministry will not disclose personal 
information, such as individual’s name and contact details, unless required by law. 
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Introduction 
Section 113.2 (1) of the Electricity Act, 1998 requires an authorization to carry out an activity 
referred to in the regulations.  This regulation will establish the authorization requirements for 
electrical contractors and master electricians.  

Part I - Electrical Contractor 

This section outlines the proposed direction regarding the activity that would be subject to the 
requirement for an electrical contractor authorization and those activities that would be 
exempt or excluded from the regulation. 

Activities of an Electrical Contractor 

Proposal: 
An electrical contractor is any person engaged in the business of performing work on 
any electrical installation and/or electrical work under Ontario’s Electrical Safety Code 
(Ontario Regulation 164/99).   

Exemptions/Exceptions 
In order to avoid duplicating compliance requirements, there will be some exemptions from 
the requirements for an electrical contractor authorization when a business is only engaged 
in conducting certain electrical work.  The following is the proposed direction on exemptions. 
 

Proposal: 
 A Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning business performing electrical work on the 

controls and equipment within a refrigeration and air-conditioner unit, as defined 
within the scope of the Trades Qualification and Apprenticeship Act (Ontario 
Regulation 75/05). 

 A contractor performing work on a fire protection alarm systems (pertaining to 
Sprinkler and Fire Protection Installer), as defined within the scope of the Trades 
Qualification and Apprenticeship Act (Ontario Regulation 1078). 

 A contractor performing electrical work on elevators/escalators under the Technical 
Standards and Safety Act, 2000. 

 A contractor working on electrical components of an appliance under the Technical 
Standards and Safety Act, 2000.  

 A contractor working on telephone equipment (Electrical Safety Code 2-000 (b)). 
 A person working on electrical equipment including, but not limited to, domestic and 

other appliances, that are rated up to and including 240 volts, where the equipment 
plugs into an electrical source. 
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 A contractor performing electrical work that falls within the scope of the Electrical 
Distribution Safety regulation under the Electricity Act, 1998 (Ontario Regulation 
22/04). 

 

Part II – Requirements for an Electrical Contractor Authorization 
An electrical contractor will require an authorization from ESA in order to carry out the 
activities of an electrical contractor.   

In addition to submitting a completed application, the electrical contractor must meet certain 
criteria pertaining to safety, insurance and good business practices in order to be granted an 
authorization. 

Proposal: 
 An electrical contractor must either be a master electrician or employ at least one 

master electrician who will be actively working for the electrical contractor and 
actively engaged in performing the master electrician activities (see discussion of 
master electrician below at Part III). 

 In addition, an applicant would have to meet the following requirements: 
 

- Hold public liability insurance in an amount not less than $1,000,000 on 
account of bodily injuries to or death of one person and not less than 
$2,000,000 on account of bodily injuries or death of more than one person as 
a result of any one accident; and to hold property damage in the amount of 
not less than $1,000,000; 

- In addition to the ongoing requirement to operate the business as an electrical 
contractor in accordance with the provisions of the Workplace Safety and 
Insurance Act, 1997, a contractor will have to supply evidence of a current 
WSIB clearance certificate; 

- Is not in default of filing a return to the Minister of Finance or of paying any 
tax, interest or penalty assessed under the Retail Sales Tax Act or the 
Corporations Tax Act (if applicable); 

- Does not owe money to ESA for which it has not made arrangements with 
ESA to pay; and 

- Include the appropriate fee with the application as set by the ESA (See Q&A 
13 for further information). 
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Part III – Master Electrician 

Introduction 
A master electrician assumes, on behalf of the electrical contractor, overall responsibility for 
the installation of electrical equipment to the requirements of Ontario’s Electrical Safety 
Code.  In addition to the oversight of electrical safety, a master electrician will ensure that the 
business is operated in compliance with the Occupational Health & Safety Act, 1990 and any 
other appropriate health and safety legislation.  A master electrician also assumes 
responsibility for ensuring that the electrical contracting business operates according to 
sound business practices taking into account the Employment Standards Act, 2000 and any 
other relevant business-related legislation. 

In accordance with current law, a master electrician may also undertake or install electrical 
work under the Electrical Safety Code, provided they hold a valid certificate of qualification 
under the Trades Qualification and Apprenticeship Act (TQAA) as an electrician.  The 
regulation will establish the qualifications necessary to be granted a master electrician 
authorization as well as establishing the powers for ESA to enforce prohibited practices such 
as a master electrician undertaking electrical work without a valid certificate of qualification 
under the TQAA. 

To ensure that each electrical contractor has at least one master electrician actively working 
only for that electrical contractor, there will be a prohibition on a master electrician acting as 
the qualifying master electrician for more than one contractor. 

Activities of a Master Electrician 
The regulation will set out the roles and responsibilities of a master electrician.  The following 
is the proposed direction for the activities of a master electrician that will require an ESA 
authorization. 

Proposal: 

 On behalf of an electrical contractor, the qualifying master electrician must be 
actively employed by the electrical contractor, and is responsible for: 

- Planning, superintending, or supervising the installation of wires, conduits, 
electrical apparatus, fixtures or other electrical appliances for the purpose of 
carrying or using of electricity for light, heat or power purposes under Ontario’s 
Electrical Safety Code; and 

- Ensuring that the work is conducted in accordance with the Occupational Health 
& Safety Act, 1990 and other applicable health and safety legislation; and 

- Ensuring that the electrical contracting business operates in compliance with 
sound business practices including compliance with employment standards, 
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business tax and business practices legislation. 

 A master electrician shall not act as the qualifying master electrician for more than 
one electrical contractor at any one time. 

 Where a master electrician holds a valid certificate of qualification as an electrician 
(construction and maintenance or domestic and rural) under the Trades Qualification 
and Apprenticeship Act, they may install electrical wiring, conduits, electrical 
apparatus, fixtures or other electrical appliances for the purpose of carrying or using 
of electricity for light, heat or power purposes. 

Prohibited Activities 
In addition to supervisory functions, master electricians may also be engaged in performing 
electrical work.  As described below, a person may qualify to be a master electrician based 
on three separate trade or professional designations.  While statutory provisions under the 
Trades Qualification and Apprenticeship Act establish qualifications required to undertake 
electrical work, the ESA currently has no authority to ensure that a master electrician 
engaged in electrical installations holds a valid certificate of qualification. 

The regulation would establish ESA’s authority to enforce this provision. 

Proposal: 

A master electrician who does not hold a valid Ontario certificate of qualification as an 
electrician (construction and maintenance or domestic and rural) under the Trades 
Qualification and Apprenticeship Act issued by the Ministry of Training, Colleges and 
Universities shall not install wires, conduits, apparatus, fixtures or other appliances for 
the carrying or using of electricity for light, heat or power. 

Part IV – Requirements for a Master Electrician Authorization 
A master electrician will require an authorization from ESA in order to carry out the activities 
described above and must apply by submitting a completed application.   
In addition, the master electrician must demonstrate the competencies described above.  In 
order to qualify for an authorization, an applicant would be required to meet certain criteria:  
 

Proposal: 

An applicant for a master electrician authorization must: 
 Demonstrate that they have two years’ experience as either a: 
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- A journeyman electrician and hold a valid certificate of qualification (construction 
and maintenance or domestic and rural) as an electrician issued by the Ministry 
of Training, Colleges and Universities under the Trades Qualification and 
Apprenticeship Act; or 

- A Certified Electrical Technician/Technologist registered with Ontario Association 
Certified Electrical Technicians and Technologists (OACETT) and is employed by 
an electrical contractor; or 

- A Professional Engineer registered with the Professional Engineers of Ontario 
(PEO) and is employed by an electrical contractor. 

 Write and pass an exam that assesses an applicant’s knowledge and skills in 
electrical safety, operating a business in compliance with the requirements of health 
and safety, and business practices legislation. 

 Include the appropriate fee with the application as set by the ESA (See Q&A13 for 
further information). 

Part V – Application for Authorization 

Form of Application 

Proposal: 

In addition to basic information such as name of the applicant, corporate information 
where applicable, address etc, an application shall contain all the information that may 
be required at Part II and IV above, in a form approved by the Director, and be 
accompanied by the appropriate fee set by the ESA. 

Date of application 

The ESA and the Ministry are seeking feedback on the timing of initial applications to the new 
licensing system to ensure a smooth and orderly transition from current municipal electrical 
contractor licensing.  The guiding principles are to ensure no overlap of licensing 
requirements, no double billing of licence fees, and no periods where gaps in electrical 
contractor and/or master electrician licensing might occur.  As well, ESA intends to embody 
the current Electrical Contractor Registration Agency model into the new licensing system.  

Replacing the many varied municipal electrical contractor and master electrician licensing 
schemes with a single licensing system will need to take several considerations into account, 
such as which municipalities currently license electrical contractors or master electricians; 
municipal licensing cycles and renewal dates; which municipalities are ECRA members; and, 
when municipalities will cease electrical contractor and master electrician licensing. 
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It is planned that the regulation will specify certain dates by which time certain electrical 
contractors/master electricians must have made an application to ESA, based on their 
current municipal licensing regime.   

Electrical contractors and master electricians will be encouraged to apply as early as 
possible before the required date to ensure a smooth transition.  Applications for a licence 
will be accepted from the date the regulation comes into force until the required date and the 
ESA fee would be applied on a pro-rata basis to ensure no overlap with municipal licensing 
fees (See Q&A 14 for further explanation).  

All electrical contractors and master electricians must have applied for a full or provisional 
(where applicable) ESA authorization by January 1, 2007. 

Feedback is requested on timing for the following proposed phasing: 

The regulation would provide for electrical contractors and master electricians to apply 
for an ESA authorization on a phased basis, determined by where the electrical 
contractor or master electrician is currently operating, i.e.: 
 In a municipality that is a member of the Electrical Contractor Registration Agency 

program, 
 In another municipality that currently licenses electrical contractors and/or master 

electricians, 
 In a municipality that does not currently license. 

Anniversary Date of Authorization 
To allow electrical contractors flexibility in the authorization cycle, applicants shall have the 
option to obtain an initial authorization to run for a period of up to 24 months.   

Electrical contractors and master electricians shall be asked to determine the anniversary 
date of their authorization. 

Proposal: 

An electrical contractor applicant shall have the option to choose whether the initial 
electrical contractor authorization shall expire on either: 
 Anniversary of date of business incorporation; or 
 End of the business’s fiscal year; or 
 Birth date of a sole proprietor, a partner or master electrician. 

A master electrician’s initial authorization shall expire on the master electrician’s birth 
date. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

23 March 2005  – 9 – 



Electrical Contractor & Master Electrician Licensing Regulation 
 ________________________________________________________________ 

Certificate of Authorization 
The ESA will issue a certificate of authorization as evidence of a valid registration.  
Information on the certificate will include a registration number.  The ESA authorization 
number is intended to serve as public identification that an electrical contractor is registered 
with ESA and is to be used on correspondence, in contracts for the public, in advertisements 
and on company vehicles.  

Proposal: 

The Director shall issue an authorization/certificate that includes certain information 
such as registrant’s name, address, expiration date of authorization/certificate etc. that 
shall serve as public notice of authorization by ESA. 

The certificate will include an authorization number to publicly identify that the electrical 
contractor is registered with ESA. 

Part VI – Transitional Provision 
Electrical contractors operating in areas where there is no current requirement to be licensed 
or retain a master electrician require sufficient time to either become a master electrician or 
to hire one.  The regulation supports the implementation of this licensing framework by 
granting provisional authorizations that would provide sufficient time to meet this 
requirement.  

A provisional authorization shall only be offered for a period within five years of the 
regulation’s effective date.  An applicant may choose to renew their authorization for a period 
of one or two years for the appropriate fee.  Provisional authorizations shall expire on the day 
the applicant leaves the electrical business that they owned or operated for which the 
authorization was issued or upon their retirement or death.  The authorization shall not be 
transferred to any other individual or business. 

If an electrical contractor registers with ESA prior to the expiry of their municipal 
authorization, ESA shall honour the remaining time for the purpose of determining their fee.   

In addition to the requirements for an application for an electrical contractor set out at Part II 
above (less the master electrician requirement), an electrical contractor shall be eligible for a 
provisional authorization if they meet the requirements below.   
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Proposal: 

An applicant for a provisional electrical contractor authorization must: 

 Have been operating an electrical contracting business for a minimum of five years 
where electrical contractor and/or master electrician licensing was not a 
requirement by municipal by-law before the regulation came into effect;  
 

 Provide proof of completing a minimum of five years of having been actively 
engaged in the business of performing electrical installations and/or electrical work 
under Ontario’s Electrical Safety Code (as described at Part I above); and  

 Have a minimum of a 5-year history of transactions with ESA. 

Part VII – Application for Renewal of an Authorization 
An applicant may choose to renew their authorization for a period of one or two years for the 
appropriate fee. 

Renewal of Electrical Contractor Authorization 

An application for renewal of an electrical contractor authorization shall be made to ESA in 
the form published by the Director, accompanied by the appropriate fee and all current 
information required for the original application (e.g., identification of the qualifying master 
electrician, evidence of insurance etc.).  It shall be made prior to the authorization expiring. 

Proposal: 

 If the electrical contractor fails to apply for their authorization renewal before it 
expires, they shall not work as an electrical contractor after the date of expiry.   

- They may apply for renewal within two weeks of expiry without being subject to a 
late filing fee; or 

- If the electrical contractor applies for their authorization renewal two weeks or 
longer after it has expired, they shall submit the total fee for the period of the 
authorization, along with a late filing fee. 

 If the electrical contractor’s qualifying master electrician’s authorization expires, they 
shall not work as an electrical contractor after the date of its expiry (see Q&A 5, for 
further details). 
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Renewal of a Master Electrician Authorization 

An application for renewal of a master electrician authorization would be made to ESA in the 
form published by the Director, accompanied by the appropriate fee, including all current 
information required for the original application and shall be made prior to the authorization 
expiring.   

 
Proposal: 

 If a master electrician does not apply to renew their authorization before it expires, 
they shall not work as a master electrician after its expiry.   

- They may apply for renewal within two weeks of expiry, without being subject to 
a late filing fee; or 

- After two weeks and within one year of expiry, they may apply for renewal but 
the total fee for the period of the authorization shall be due, along with a late 
filing fee.  

 If an application for a master electrician authorization renewal is made more than 12 
months after the expiry date of the authorization, the application would be treated as 
a new application for a master electrician authorization and the applicant would 
need to write and pass an examination and include the appropriate fee. 

Part VIII – Information Filing 

Maintaining Registration Information 
In order to maintain current and accurate information about electrical contractors and master 
electricians, there will be a requirement to notify ESA of any change in the information 
supplied on an application form used to obtain or renew an authorization. 

Proposal: 
 An electrical contractor shall be required to notify the ESA within five business days 

of any change to the information on the most recent application for an electrical 
contractor authorization.  These include change of address, corporate changes, the 
loss of the master electrician upon whose qualifications the authorization was 
obtained, a change of master electrician or changes to any other information that 
was provided for the most recent authorization application. 

 A master electrician shall be required to notify ESA within five business days of any 
change in the information on the most recent application for their master electrician 
authorization.  These include a change in employment status or mailing address. 
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Public Information 
In order to provide protection for consumers and the public, the ESA shall make certain 
information on registrants available to the public, including posting information on its website. 

This approach is consistent with provisions in the new Consumer Protection Act, 2002 and 
certain of the Ministry’s regulated business sectors.  The regulation will establish the 
authority for ESA to publish information. 

Proposal 
In order to be consistent with the Ministry of Consumer and Business Service’s 
approach to consumer protection, the ESA may make the following information available 
to the public: 
 The names of registrants, their business address and business contact information, 

and the status of their ESA authorization. 
 The names of persons whose authorization has been revoked within the previous 

two years. 
 The name of any registrant charged with an offence under Part VIII of the Electricity 

Act, 1998, including the status of any appeals. 
 The name of any registrant against whom the Director has made an order and the 

nature of the order against them, including the status of any appeals.  
 The name of any registrant in respect of whom a review panel has ruled against and 

made an order, including the status of any appeals. 
In addition, the Director may become aware of information about a registrant that could 
assist in protecting the public if they were told about it.  In such a case, the Director may 
disclose this information to the public. 
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Appendix – Questions and Answers 

Transition for Electrical Contractors and Master Electricians 

Q1. What will happen with Electrical Contractor Registration Agency (ECRA) 
registered contractors? 

ECRA registered contractors will be licensed through ESA.  A single licence will be required 
for electrical contractors to work anywhere in the province. 

Q2. Should I renew my current licence through my municipality? 
If you are currently licensed by a municipality, you should continue to renew your licence until 
you are notified otherwise.  Once provincial licensing is established, you will then apply to 
ESA for licensing.   

Q3. Will I still need an electrical contractor licence in each municipality?  
No, an amendment will be required to the regulations under the Municipal Act, 2001, to 
exempt electrical contractors, master electricians and electricians from municipal registration 
and licensing.  This amendment would be developed with MMAH and implemented later, 
after consultation on implementation details with the municipal sector. 

Q4. Are there provisions being made to allow for compliance with the master 
electrician requirement? 

Yes.  A provisional licence will allow contractors who have not needed a master electrician in 
the past time to comply.  The provisional licence is intended to allow time for them to 
transition into the new licensing regime that requires an electrical contractor to either have a 
master electrician’s licence or have a master electrician in their employ.  The provisional 
licence will be available for a period of five years from the effective date of the regulation, and 
must be renewed for a period of one or two years for the appropriate fee, after which the 
master electrician requirement must be met.   

Q5. What would happen if I unexpectedly lose my qualifying master electrician (eg, 
if they quit, die or become incapacitated)? 

The electrical contractor must notify ESA within five business days of any change relating to 
the qualifying master electrician.  ESA is proposing to offer a grace period of up to 60 days to 
allow an electrical contractor to designate a qualifying master electrician.  During this period, 
ESA will place a condition on the contractor’s licence.   

Q6. How would someone go about writing the master electrician exam? 
Currently, ECRA offers a pre-master exam courses to assist candidates in their preparations 
to write the exam.  The pre-master course is 36 hours in length, containing 12 modules, and 
covers Ontario’s Electrical Safety Code, relevant legislation (Occupational Health and Safety 
Act, 1990 etc.), calculations and trade practices, and business practices.  Regional Electrical 
Contractors Associations, the Electrical Safety Authority, and some Community Colleges 
offer the course.   
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Q7. If my municipal licence hasn’t expired will I need to obtain an ESA licence?  
Yes.  You may be required to obtain an authorization/licence from ESA by a date soon to be 
determined. 

Q8. Does this mean I’ll have to pay twice? 
No.  ESA will determine your initial licence fee by prorating the existing time remaining on 
your municipal electrical contractor licence. 

Other jurisdictions 

Q9. Will contractors from outside the province require an Ontario provincial 
licence? 

Yes.  All contractors working in Ontario will be required to have an Ontario provincial licence 
to work in this province. 

Q10. Does that mean I can work in other jurisdictions?  
Yes, within Ontario. 

Q11. Will this be at an additional charge? 
No.  There will be one set fee across the province and the licence will be recognized across 
the province. 

Fees 

Q12. How does ESA set fees? 
ESA sets fees on a cost-recovery basis based on a process approved by the Minister of 
Consumer and Business Services.  When the ESA makes a fee proposal various councils, 
including the Industry Advisory Council, Contractor Advisory Council and Consumer Advisory 
Council, then review it.  Once these reviews have taken place, the fee proposal is presented 
to ESA’s Board for approval.  The administration of the proposed licensing framework will be 
funded through ESA licensing fees.   

Q13. How much is this going to cost? 
Where there is municipal licensing, fees vary across the province.  Under the ESA system, 
an electrical contractor’s authorization and a provisional authorization fee will be within $330 
- $350 per year range and a master electrician fee will be within $50 - $60 per year range.   
However, with one provincial licence, there will be no need to pay for authorizations in each 
different municipality. 

Q14. How will the initial fee be determined? 
On application for an initial electrical contractor licence, the fee will be determined by dividing 
the annual fee by 12 and multiplying by the number of applicable months.  Similarly, the fee 
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for a master electricians initial licence will be determined by dividing the annual fee by 12 and 
multiplying by the number of applicable months. 

Q15. Will provincial licensing encourage a change in the inspection fee structure? 
Licensing and inspection fees are separate issues.  However, the proposed provincial 
licensing will help facilitate improvements in the inspection system. 

Enforcement & Appeals 

Q16. Who will enforce the new licensing system? 
ESA inspectors will enforce the new licensing standards. 

Q17. How will the appeals process work? 
Appeals will be made to an independent panel assembled by ESA, authorised under Section 
113.9 of the Electricity Act, 1998.  The licensing regulation details are still under development 
however, it is anticipated that it will be a “tribunal” similar to the Code and Utility Appeals 
process that will deal with issues arising from investigations, non-compliance & enforcement.  

Definitions 

Q18. What’s the definition of electrical equipment? 
The definition of electrical equipment is taken from the Electrical Safety Code, 2002: 

Any apparatus, appliance, device, instrument, fitting, fixture, machinery, material, or thing 
used in or for, or capable of being used in or for, the generation, transformation, 
transmission, distribution, supply, or utilization of electric power or energy, and, without 
restricting the generality of the foregoing, includes any assemblage or combination of 
materials or things which is used, or is capable of being used or adapted, to serve or 
perform any particular purpose or function when connected to an electrical installation, 
notwithstanding that any of such materials or things may be mechanical, metallic, or non-
electrical in origin.  

Q19. What’s the definition of electrical installation?  
The definition of electrical installation is taken from the Electrical Safety Code, 2002: 

The installation of any wiring in or upon any land, building, or premises from the point or 
points where electric power or energy can be supplied from any source, to the point or 
points where such power or energy can be used therein or thereon by any electrical 
equipment and shall include the connection of any such wiring with any of the said 
equipment, and any part of the wiring aforesaid, and shall also include the maintenance, 
alteration, extension, and repair of such wiring. 
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