Selected Electrical Incidents and Occurrences

First Quarter - January to March, 2003
Date & 
Program
Location
Accident Description

MIS ID #

Accidents - Fatal:
There were no fatal injuries of an electrical nature reported to the Ministry of Labour for the first quarter of 2003.

Accidents - Critical:
January 28th
Industrial
Toronto

Worker received an electrical shock and 3rd degree burns to

1035712





his right hand and arm while shutting off power on an 







electrical panel.  No details given of the specific equipment







involved.

February 21st
Industrial
Mississauga
Worker touched an energized wire while working on an 

1036850





electrical fixture.  Connection had not been properly capped







during construction.  Worker fell off ladder, broke right elbow.

February 28th
Construction
Toronto

Worker contacted a 347 volt conductor, lost consciousness.

1037012

March 6th
Industrial
St. Catherines
Worker made contact with 13.8 kV electrical equipment while

1037176





inside a vault, receiving burns to 60% of his body.  Event 







description stated that the worker was not authorized to be in







the vault, did not give information on work he was doing.

March 19th
Industrial
Listowel

Worker made electrical contact, receiving burns to forearm.

1037622





No information given on work being done at the time.

Accidents - Non-Critical:
January 6th
Construction
Kitchener
Workers were getting shocks from a portable heater.

1034854

January 22nd
Construction
Toronto

Worker received an electrical shock, and fell from a ladder.

1035766





No other details of event given.

January 31st
Industrial
Toronto

As a worker was checking a rail electrical bond, a loose end

1035812





of the bond contacted the live power rail.  Worker received 







temporary blurred vision from the flash.

February 3rd
Construction
Cambridge
Electrician was connecting the ground wire inside a disconnect

1036651





switch.  Switch handle was OFF, left phase terminal on line







side of switch was exposed at the side.  Electrician’s hand 







brushed against phase terminal.

February 11th
Construction
Nanticoke
Worker was making test measurements, received an electrical

1036460





shock from 110 volts.

February 12th
Industrial
Guelph

Electrician was working on a transformer, screwdriver touched

1036392





energized wires.  Electrician received 3rd degree burns on right 







hand.

February 17th
Industrial
Tecumseh
Worker received a shock while working on a Wheelabrator.

1036625





Worker taken to hospital and released.

February 19th
Industrial
Brampton
Worker received an electrical shock from a power box, was

1036759





“thrown” down the stairs.  No details of the work being done.

March 11th
Construction
Cobourg

Worker contacted 600 volts, received burns to one arm.

1037354





No details given of work being done at the time.

March 13th
Construction
Cambridge
Worker contacted a 480 volt busbar inside a crane rail.

1037534





Worker received a shock and felt tingling in his arm, there







were no visible signs of injury.  Worker was not aware that the







crane rail contained electrical conductors.

March 14th
Industrial
Ottawa

Worker was changing a bulb in an EXIT sign.  Made contact, 

1037488





received burn to finger and tingling in arm.

March 19th
Industrial
Fort Erie
Two non-workers climbed a transmission tower, one person

1037623





made contact with one of the conductors.  The resulting arc







caused his clothes to catch on fire.  Other person put out the 







fire, both people were able to climb back down on their own.

March 29th
Industrial
Cambridge
Worker received an electrical shock while turning on a light

1037897





switch.

March 31st
Industrial
Richmond Hill
A commercial steam iron exploded.  Worker received steam

1037920





burns, electrical shock, and hit his head on the ground.

Reportable Incidents - Powerline Contacts:

January 2nd
Construction
Tiverton

Event classified as an electrical contact with no injuries.

1034937





No other details of event given.

January 6th
Construction
Toronto

While auguring, contacted 13.8 kV buried cable.

1034884

January 8th
Construction
Mississauga
Excavator contacted power line.

1034949

January 9th
Construction
Toronto

Debris was knocked onto power lines.

1034963

January 13th
Mining

Timmins

Raised box of dump truck snagged communications cable.

1035267





Cable caused two poles to break.

February 13th
Construction
Toronto

Blade of concrete cutting saw contacted 120 volt power line.

1036743

February 17th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Boom of boom truck contacted 115 kV power line.

1036676

February 20th
Mining

Sudbury

A Caterpillar 966 Loader backed into a guy wire for a 

1036820





69 kV power line.  Pole broke, power knocked off.

February 26th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Boom of backhoe contacted neutral of power line.

1037006





Line bounced, contacted one of the power conductors.

February 27th
Construction
Guelph

Contact made with secondary of hydro line, no other details

1037244





of event given.

February 28th
Construction
Woodbridge
Boom of excavator pulled down a hydro wire.

1037021

March 3rd
Construction
Nanticoke
Event classified as an electrical occurrence.  No other

1037091





details of event given.

March 4th
Construction
Brampton
Electrical contact made, no other details of event given.

1037124

March 5th
Construction
Toronto

Power line contact made.  Telephone sagged and contacted 

1037281





the power line.  No details given of equipment involved.

March 7th
Construction
Kitchener
Contractor was doing trenching, contacted the primary cable.

1037242

March 7th
Mining

Levack

Raised mast of a diamond drill contacted one phase of an 

1037264





overhead line.  Drill was being towed up a slope when the 







towing attachment failed.  The drill slid down the slope and







contacted the power line.

March 12th
Construction
Burlington
Crane contacted overhead power line.

1037379

March 12th
Industrial
St. Joseph’s 
Tree contractor dropped a branch onto Bell cable, causing the

1037402



Island

power cables to sway.  Conductors touched, power kicked off.

March 20th
Industrial
Simcoe

Tree trimming contractor dropped a tree onto the services for 

1037651





two residences.  Services were torn down.

March 24th
Construction
Dryden

Blast caused blasting mats to contact power line.

1037730

March 28th
Construction
Toronto

Power line contact made, no other details given.

1037953

March 30th
Industrial
London

While tree trimming, a branch was dropped onto a 2400 V 

1037928





power line, breaking it.

DATA SUMMARY - First Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:
2003

     0

     5

          14


        22

          0

2002

     0

     5

          18


          8

          0

2001

     1

     7

          21


        11

          1

2000

     1

   12

          10


        16

          3

1999

     1

     7

          16


        13

          1

1998

     1

     9

            7


          9

          0
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