Reported Electrical Incidents and Occurrences

First Quarter – January to March, 2002
Date & 
Program
Location

Accident Description

MIS ID #

Incidents - Fatal:
There were no fatal injuries of an electrical nature reported to the Ministry for the first quarter of 2002. 

Incidents - Critical:
January 16th
Construction
London

Electrician was installing electrical conduit when he contacted

1009648





an energized wire.  Worker fell backwards and hit head.







Suffered broken shoulder and had stitches in head.

January 24th
Construction
Toronto

Electrician was working on an electrical panel when an arc 

1009936 & 1010260 (same event)


occurred.  Flash caused burns to right hand, right forearm, and







to forehead and top of head.

January 24th
Construction
London

Electrician contacted 347 volts, received burns to both hands.

1009937





No information given as to nature of work being done.

February 16th
Industrial
Almonte

Worker was changing a fluorescent tube when he contacted the 

1010605





exposed contact pins within the fixture.  Worker was thrown 







back from the area of the fixture and was reported to have lost 







consciousness.  Fixture operated at 120 volts.

March 27th
Industrial
North York
Worker received burns to hands and face while trying to 

1012966





connect an electrical cord inside a disconnect box.  Box 







voltage was 600 volts.

Incidents - Non-Critical:
January 7th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Worker contacted 110 volts as a result of backfeed and 

1001409





improper wiring by a previous contractor.

January 9th
Construction
Burlington
Worker received an electrical shock while doing non-electrical

1009699





work in the false ceiling.  He knocked the MARRETTE off an







electrical connection for a light fixture.

January 11th
Construction
Brantford
Worker was using a reciprocating saw when he cut into an 

1009547





electrical conduit.  Worker received a 110 volt shock, and fell







from the step ladder he was using.  Worker was cutting  







through a plaster and lath ceiling at the time.

January 17th
Construction
Carleton Place
Electrician was working on a 600 volt panel, panel was still

1011291





live.  Worker received an electrical shock, taken to hospital.







Returned to work the same day.

January 22nd
Construction
Toronto

Worker was drilling into a pipe, with water still in the pipe.

1010579





Worker received an electrical shock, was sent to hospital.

January 25th
Industrial
Oshawa

Worker received an electrical shock.  Treated at hospital then

1009990





released.  No information given as to work being done. 

January 25th
Industrial
 Toronto

Worker was testing fuses in an electrical box.  Arc occurred, 

1010117





worker received flash burns to both hands.  No information







given on type of tester being used.

February 1st
Industrial
Caledonia
Linesman contacted 4800 volt powerline while making repairs 

1012618





on the line.  No information given on injuries received.

February 7th
Construction
Toronto

Worker received an electrical shock.  No other information

1010622





given.

February 10th
Industrial
Guelph

Worker was using a meter to check a capacitor bank in a 

1011917





switchroom.  Meter was a process calibration meter, rated for







300 volts maximum, capacitor bank operated at 600 volts.







Flash from arc caused burns to face and hands.  Meter was 







clearly labeled with voltage rating.

February 11th
Construction
Brampton
While working in proximity to an old cable, a worker 

1010546





inadvertently contacted the cable.  Cable was still energized, 







worker received a shock from an exposed wire from the cable.

February 13th
Industrial
Etobicoke
As worker was turning on a power box, it exploded.  Worker

1010541





received burns to face, neck and arms.  No information given







on type of switch the worker was operating.

February 14th
Industrial
Richmond Hill
Worker received a shock from an electrical outlet.  No burns

1010564





but worker was shook up by incident.  No information given as







to whether the receptacle or the cord and plug were faulty.

February 20th
Construction
Sarnia

Supervisor received a shock from 480 volt equipment.

1012104





Supervisor was reported as “tinkering” with the equipment at 







the time of the contact.

February 26th
Industrial
Nepean

Worker was changing a bulb in a vending machine when 

1023599





contact was made with an exposed energized wire.

March 8th
Industrial
Concord

Worker received an electrical shock and 2nd degree burns to

1011246





both hands.  No information given as to work being done at 







time of incident.

March 12th 
Industrial
Burlington
Worker received an electrical shock from the switch on the 

1020486





machine that the worker was operating.

March 21st
Construction
Mississauga
As splitter cover door was opened, an explosion occurred. 

1015496





Worker received burns to face and right hand.  No information 







given on what may have initiated the arc.

Reportable Occurrences - Powerline Contacts:

January 14th
Industrial
Township of 
Tractor-trailer contacted an overhead line as the truck moved 

1010594



Cavan

forwards.  No other details given.

January 14th
Construction
Greely

Power shovel contacted a buried 4800 volt power line.

1011295





No locates done.

February 5th
Construction
Thunder Bay
Worker was cutting through a cement floor with a saw, cut 

1001464





through an electrical cable.

February 6th
Construction
Toronto

Electrical contact with 27 kV line.  No other details given.

1011222

February 6th
Construction
Collingwood
Electrical contact made as crew was installing sewer and water 

1011898



Township
lines.  No other details given.

February 10th
Construction
St. Catherines
Backhoe contacted a buried hydro line. 

1010771





Line was rated for 11, 240 volts.

February 12th
Construction
Mississauga
Bobcat with an auger attachment hit an energized cable.

1012017

March 29th
Construction
Toronto

Sheathing of buried cable was ruptured.  No other details 

1015737





given.

DATA SUMMARY - First Quarter



Fatals:

Critical:
Non-criticals:

Powerline
Electrical










Contacts:
Equipment:

2002

    0

      5

        18


        8

        0

2001

    1

      7

        21


      11

        1

2000

    1

    12

        10


      16

        3

1999

    1

      7

        16


      13

        1

1998

    1

      9

          7


        9

        0
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